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notes to our readers 


As the city becomes more and more the locale for peo- 
ples’ lives and politics it becomes more and more necessary 
to examine the results of that change, to question its effects 
and its inevitability, and to experiment with new and more 
liberatory ways of living and working within the urban con- 
text. While it is impossible, within the pages of a small mag- 
azine, to fulfill this mandate, we offer here a sampling of 
ideas on the subject. We have, of course, barely scratched the 
surface of all that needs to be said. Because we feel that this 
is such a vital question, we invite and encourage submissions 
from our readers on various aspects of urban life and politics. 

In our next issue, we'll look at Women and Anarchism: 
Past, Present and Future; submissions are encouraged 
(deadline is January 31). Topics proposed for future issues 
include cyber-punk, work and education. 


Money is always a problem for a small alternative pub- 
lication like Kick It Over. While we are exploring ways in 
which we can become financially more stable, for now we 
depend upon such things as rummage sales and appeals to 
our readers. Our rummage sale at the start of September 
earned us enough money to cover the costs of one issue of 
Kick It Over. We thank all those who donated goods, all 
those who shopped, and especially those friends and com- 
rades who helped with the actual physical labour: Janette, 
Eddie, Steve, Jim, Isabel, and Gary. 


Kick It Over received donations from Ken F, Clayton 
R, Tony M, and Don A; many thanks. 


In our last issue, we described our Adopt-a-Prisoner 
plan, in which we asked our readers to contribute extra 
money beyond the costs of their own subscriptions, to pay 
for the costs of a free subscription for a prisoner. The re- 
sponse has been good, and we encourage others to consider 
doing the same. 


We are still looking for volunteers to translate the many 
foreign language magazines and letters we receive. If you 
read any of the following languages well enough to translate, 
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please contact us, Currently we receive literature in: Portu- 
guese, Spanish, Turkish, French, Swedish, Italian, Japanese, 
Greek, and now Croatian/Yugoslavian. 


We need to make a couple of corrections to the last two 
issues: Support the Anarchist Press was written by Jason 
McQuinn for Anarchy magazine ($12.00/year US, $15.00 
Canada, sample copies $3.50, from CAL Press, POB 1446, 
Columbia, MO 65205-1446). And, Some Daily Effects of 
White Privilege (KIO #30) by Peggy McIntosh is copyrighted 
by the author. We apologize for both these omissions. 


Thanks to all those who have helped with this issue, 
especially Gary for the typing, Kevin at Blackbird, Susan and 
Steve, Dimitri Rossoupolous, Howard Ehrlich, Paula Emery, 
Glenn Smith and Nick. 


- for Kick if Over: Regina Cochrane, Maria Lester, bob 
melcombe, Stu Vickars, Camiel Wolsing. 


WHAT WE 


The Kick it Over collective is opposed to all forms of 
hierarchy and domination, whether right or left. 

For us, revolution is more a process than an event -- a 
process rooted in the radicalization of individuals and in the 
transformation of everyday life. 

Rather than make a principle out of violence or nonvio- 
lence, we believe in judging actions on their own merits. 

We support acts of challenge and resistance to author- 
ity, and we encourage all efforts to develop models for a 
new way of living. 

We are not a mouthpiece for an “official” anarchist 
movement. We prefer to go beyond the stock issues which 
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BELIEVE 


make up the “left agenda." 

Since we are interested in the creation of a politics of 
everyday life, we attempt to draw out and popularize those 
implicitly radical values and lifestyles which we believe are 
pointing in the direction of freedam. 

We do not identify with the "official left," which seeks 
to establish itself as a new ruling group. We identify with, 
and seek to give voice to, the largely unarticulated anti-au- 
thoritarian tendencies within society. 

We are committed to spontaneity, by which we mean 
the triumph of life over dogma. Hence, we believe that free- 
dom is in need of constant redefinition. 
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Observations of a Parent interned in a Re-education Camp called Toronto 


“Observations” are brief rec see around and inside me at different locations that i have gotten to. | first started writing 
them shortly bel 
become a father a few yea 
The observations and photos g 


the line ef streetlights going on in qu 


Now, after making another major life change a few are getting published. | decided to 
ick and tiving in Toronto for the past year and a half has been an unwanted consequence of that choice. 
en here were taken since coming to Toronto. Something i noted in the first observation penned decades 
ck euccession as | sat on the front step. Recently, after making my latest move within the 
ed etreetiights blinking off as | pass them in the night. Pure coincidence, of course. 


ago We 
city trying to find a suitable residence, i've notic 


Taking pictures on Gerrard 
like this city best during and j 
storm - seeing people trying te 
routines but with a struggle th 
their eyes, bending their heads, 
quickly. Couldn't it all wait, i 
watch it, do your laundry and 
They are so driven but not by the wind. There's more 
eye contact on daye like this, tt 
maced smiles. Then there's the sidewalk shovelling, 
Joining your neighbours in clearing a path through 
what nature hath wrought. There's so much that th 
camera can't catch - the enveloping volume of 
swirling snow, ite refreshing touch on the face. 


ne 
rose 


Corner Cafe 

Chinese pastry, Chinese video playing and half a dozen Chinese youngsters crowded around one of them playing a video game. A 
white woman (in minorit 
not 


y after 50 many years in the country. “There's so 
: dozens or hundreds in a single glance”, Stimuli come from all sides, stimuli crowded together to 
ie idiot box last night: a Journal documentary on noise and the stress ft creates. No mention was 
‘eclousness as a means of coping (i could beg the question of which state has been altered to 


made, however, of altering one’s 
begin with?). 


Bakers Dozen 


Racism js presuming there 


A Pec interest that a Chinese man has in the white woman as they go out. of this coffee shop together. 
Racism is presuming that a black man going down the street of a mostly white neighbourhood is checking the territory for future thefts, 
But. i know (or want to believe) those pr ; 

must experience often. ad, i se 

were conversing in, kids 


their race difference 


ngli¢h by translating for them, a clerk and customer arguing in a store without bringing 
ity of costumes and clething styles in public housing, strangers from other nations com- 

f fear - me, white, middle-class, male - oppressor of the world. There are people of 
ing to each other. Flus a table of East Indians and another of Chinese. Maybe we have a lot te 


into ques 


up to me in public to ask ques 


three different cclours at the counter 
learn from “these people” about 
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all, who isn't a stranger here? 


e and tolerance, about overcoming fear and anger to create a new life in a strange land. After 
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NORTH CAMDEN SO 


Using Squatting to Build Community 


by Tom Knoche 

In 1981, 13 families in a run-down, low income neigh- 
bourhood in Camden, NJ illegally occupied 13 houses to be- 
gin a movement to save the neighbourhood's vacant houses -- 
and the neighbourhood itself. The squatters were supported 
by a grassroots community organization -- Concerned Citi- 
zens of North Camden. 

Everyone involved in the squatting campaign learned a 
lot about building community, social change, solidarity and 
the realities of urban life. This article describes the North 
Camden squatting initiative and attempts -- with the benefit 
of hindsight -- to draw some lessons about community orga- 
nizing from it. 


The Neighbourhood 


When the squatting campaign began, about one-third of 
the houses in the North Camden neighbourhood of about 
8,000 people were abandoned. City services were being 
withdrawn and no public or private entity had plans to reha- 
bilitate or restore the neighbourhood's housing. Neighbour- 
hood residents believed the agenda for North Camden was 
recycling -- allowing decline to continue so that people 
would gradually leave, setting the stage for massive demoli- 

. tion and redevelopment. 

Camden City government had been dominated for 
decades by a Democratic machine. Camden was an all work- 
ing class and poor city of 85,000 which was devastated by 
the decline of blue-collar manufacturing after World War II. 
Industry's flight and bank disinvestment eroded the job base, 
and by 1980, 60% of the City's families received some form 
of public assistance and unemployment reached over 25%. 
The tax base was depleted. Over 70% of Camden's budget 
was needed to run the police and fire departments and to dis- 
pose of trash. In 1981, Camden elected its first African- 
American mayor, Melvin Primas, part of a minority organi- 
zation which supported the Democratic machine in return for 
a commitment to appoint minorities to head City departments 
and to support several minority candidates for City Council. 

Neighbourhood residents, through Concerned Citizens 
of North Camden (CCNC, formed in 1978), started to save 
the neighbourhood from recycling. Residents demanded that 
the City clean, bait, spray and board-up houses. The City re- 
fused, but after the organizing campaign got a lot of media 
attention focused on the public safety problems involved with 
abandoned houses -- rodents, fire, hazards for neighbourhood 
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children -- it finally agreed to give CCNC the money to run 
its own board-up campaign. For two years CCNC did just 
that, cleaning out and boarding over 300 houses. 


The Squatting Campaign 


This set the stage for squatting. Residents started to 
talk about how the vacant houses should get used. The 
neighbourhood was full of low income families who paid 
over 50% of their income for rent. In response to the need, 
CCNC sponsored two neighbourhood workshops to discuss 
different ways to make the abandoned houses available to 
families who needed them. Community leaders gathered in- 
formation about different programs and invited community 
leaders from neighbourhood organizations in Philadelphia to 
explain their efforts. Two of the Philadelphia groups had run 
squatting campaigns -- the Puerto Rican Alliance and the 
Kensington Joint Action Council. 

‘Workshop participants discussed the information which 
had been gathered and listened to the visitors. They quickly 
made a decision to squat illegally, rather than presenting a 
program to public officials that would not be taken seriously. 
No one had much confidence in government. 

CCNC worked with community leaders and families 
who wanted to squat to decide exactly how the campaign 
should unfold. They knew the illegal squatting would force a 
confrontation and lead to negotiations. CCNC helped resi- 
dents to develop a clear picture of what the neighbourhood 
wanted from the campaign. In a series of community meet- 
ings, neighbourhood residents, a majority of whom were po- 
tential squatters, made the following decisions: 

1. Squatters had to be low income and could not already own 
a home. 

2. Squatters could not be expected to fix houses without 
guaranteed title to the house, a break on taxes for at least a 
year, and some money with which to purchase materials. 

3. The first group of squatters should hold onto their present 
living quarters in case the campaign failed. No one wanted 
people to end up homeless. 

4. Squatters should be able to choose their home from the in- 
ventory of houses which CCNC had already boarded and 
which were City-owned. Boarded houses offered several 
advantages -- they were already clean; the boards provided 
security while windows and doors were repaired; and CCNC 
had some idea of the condition of the boarded houses. City 
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ownership would simplify negotiations, leaving out the fed- 
eral government and private absentee owners. 

5. The first group of squatters should move in secretly with 
no press, giving them time to get in and get settled as much 
as possible. The move-in date should be scheduled just be- 
fore Mayor Primas takes office, with the hope that he would 
not choose to evict squatters as one of his first acts as Mayor. 
6. A phone/visitation tree would be needed to bring people to 
any one of the squatter houses very quickly should a con- 
frontation with police develop. 

7. All squatters should be able to participate in the ne- 
gotiations with the City to ensure that no decisions would be 
made which were unacceptable to the group. 

Thirteen families selected houses and moved in early in 
June of 1981, just before Melvin Primas was to take office. 
CCNC had other activities going on at the time, including a 
neighbourhood street festival and farmer's market. Both had 
press coverage, keeping attention away from the squatting 
which proceeded quietly. About a week after the first squat- 
ters moved in, a Councilperson living in the same block as a 
squatter got wind of what had happened and reported it to 
City Hall. The communication tree kicked in, and 60 people 
and press were gathered at Juan Quijano's house when the 
police arrived. Mr. Quijano stayed inside, and the police 
were informed that everyone would have to be arrested if 
they were going to arrest Mr. Quijano. 

The protesters requested a meeting with the Mayor- 
elect and the Director of Housing and Community Develop- 
ment, and the police agreed to try and set that up. They 
scheduled a meeting for the following week, and promised 
that no squatters would be arrested in the meantime. 

The Mayor and Housing Director met the squatters and 
supporters in a church basement. They would not negotiate 
with the entire group, so the group elected four negotiators. 
The rest of the group stayed in the church during negotia- 
tions so that the negotiators could call a caucus at any time. 
Long meetings occurred over the next few days until both 
parties reached agreement on the major issues. All of the 
critical demands which had been worked out in advance were 
substantially met. 

One of the most difficult issues in the negotiations in- 
volved property taxes. The squatters wanted taxes abated for 
at least a year; City officials said an abatement would be ille- 
gal because New Jersey state law did not provide for it. 
Rather than accept this legal constraint, the squatters main- 
tained that this legal obstacle was not their problem, and that 
some way or another they would have to be relieved of the 
cost of taxes for at least one year. The final agreement in- 
creased each homeowner's materials grant by the amount of 
the first year's property taxes. 

In 1981, 24 more families joined the campaign by oc- 
cupying City-owned houses. In 1982, the group went after 
abandoned houses owned by the federal government, and af- 
ter protests and meetings with the local HUD office failed, a 
bus full of North Camden residents took off to confront 
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HUD officials in Washington, DC. They came back with an 
agreement from HUD to hold a special auction of houses 
CCNC wanted, with bidding criteria which would make 
CCNC the only eligible bidder. By 1985, 175 families had 
received homes through the squatter program. A Rutgers 
University student evaluated the program in 1987 and found 
that 142 were still occupied, and substantially in compliance 
with the local building code. 

Housing is only one of the campaign's benefits. The 
energy and empowerment which resulted gave North Camden 
residents new hope. The publicity made the City back off 
from its plans to bulldoze North Camden. In subsequent 
campaigns, residents fought two proposed prisons, and an 
abandoned car lot, and slowed the City's demolition program 
so that houses which could be rehabilitated would be saved. 
Because the squatting program used all of the vacant houses 
that could be rehabilitated with a relatively modest in- 
vestment, CCNC established a land trust to perform more ex- 
pensive rehabilitation and keep the houses in community 
control and affordable to low income families. Finally, over 
the past year, community residents developed a comprehen- 
sive plan for their neighbourhood. 


Why Squatting Worked 


The North Camden squatting campaign illustrates some 
important principles that should guide any organizing cam- 
paign: 

1. It combined service and advocacy. Especially in very 
needy communities, people get involved with groups because 
they help them get something they want. The squatter pro- 
gram demonstrated to people how they could work together 
to achieve benefits that they could not achieve alone. People 
own homes today who otherwise would never have had that 
opportunity. More importantly, people learned that their in- 
formal association was much more effective than any govern- 
ment agency or the private housing market. 

2. People were unified across racial lines. African-American, 
Hispanic and white people cooperated in the squatter cam- 
paign. They met together, they made decisions together and . 
they worked together. CCNC facilitated bartering skills by 
printing a list of neighbourhood residents and squatters and 
the construction skills they had. The campaign particularly 
helped to increase the respect African-Americans had for 
Hispanics. Most of the Hispanics were from rural Puerto 
Rico where many families got land by building their own 
homes on government plots. They were especially adept at 
making do with materials and resources at hand. 

3. The campaign objectives were clear, precise and measur- 
able. The famous African-American abolitionist, Frederick 
Douglass, taught us that "power concedes nothing without a 
demand." This is a very important principle. People can 
cooperate better when they decide exactly what they want to 
achieve before a campaign gets started. The objectives must 
be clear and quantifiable. Everyone involved must under- 
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stand and be in agreement with what the end result should 
be. 

4. The tactics used were direct, disruptive to the status quo, 
and fun. Before the campaign began, neighbourhood resi- 
dents knew that working through established channels would 
be an exercise in futility. The squatting initiative minimized 
the control that any intermediary would have over the results. 
This is important because we are socialized to defer to some 
higher authority to make change happen, rather than insti- 
tuting it ourselves. 

The logic involved in direct action is hard to dispute. 
Camden needed more taxpaying homeowners. Abandoned 
houses were a health and safety hazard. Many people needed 
houses. The logic of simply moving people who needed 
houses into the abandoned ones is clear. Even the mainstream 
daily newspaper serving Camden came out with an editorial 
in favor of squatting. They said, “while not legal, squatters 
are certainly logical ... Here's an instance that shows the 
value of common sense in a context -- urban housing -- that 
has seen too little of it." (Courier-Post, 6/19/81) 

The squatting campaign was fun. It was hard work, but 
people worked together and celebrated their victories. Even 
when the future looked bleak, people summoned their wit 
and creativity. After two years of the squatting program, the 
City announced the funding for materials grants would be 
cut. CCNC conducted a funeral march with about 100 people 
and carried a coffin from North Camden to City Hall where a 
hearing was underway concerning Community Development 
Block Grant funds. Right in the middle of the hearing, a 
squatter came out from inside the coffin and told the crowd 
how the people's movement could not be silenced and made a 
mockery of the whole hearing. The event was spectacular, as 
was the press coverage the next day. It has become part of 
the neighbourhood's political culture; people still tell the 
story and relish the fun they had at the expense of City Hall 
bureaucrats and politicians. 

5. It avoided legal tactics and considerations. The squatters 
did not worry about what was legal. They did what made 
sense. They did not empathize with the legal dilemmas the 
City’s negotiators faced, nor did they get involved in trying 
to find ways to resolve them. 

6. It fostered a decentralization of power and a stronger 
neighbourhood social fabric. People involved in social 
change need to learn the skills needed to analyze issues and 
confront the centres of power. People need to get experience 
working collectively and cooperatively -- sharing skills; con- 
fronting racism, sexism and hierarchy; and making group de- 
cisions. People need to broaden the number of informal asso- 
ciations they have within the neighbourhood that can provide 
support and help solve problems, lessening dependence on 
established institutions. Finally, those involved need to feel 
stronger and better about themselves and their community so 
that they can confront the centers of power again and again 
and again. 

The squatting campaign yielded many of these intangi- 
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ble results. It provided the cornerstone for a neighbourhood 
building process that continues today -- over 12 years later. 
The neighbourhood now has a land trust and another af- 
fordable housing non-profit, a soup kitchen, boarding houses 
that provide permanent housing for homeless folks, a water- 
front park in the making, a neighbourhood crew that rehabil- 
itates houses, a little league and a neighbourhood plan. All 
have been born out of neighbourhood enterprises which have 
their roots in the 1981 squatter campaign. All were started by 
groups of neighbourhood residents with little or no support 
from government nor sanction from elected officials. 

The North Camden Land Trust is a particularly impor- 
tant progression from the squatting campaign. Rather than 
working together to give individuals the chance to own their 
own home, the land trust fosters cooperation to take housing 
off the private market and put it into collective, community 
control. A group of thirty-five low income families, previ- 
ously renters, now collectively make decisions concerning all 
of the land trust properties. All ownership is shared. The or- 
ganization is not only concerned about providing decent 
housing for low income families today, but has taken respon- 
sibility to provide it for future generations as well. 


Concluding Comments 


The squatting campaign provided both tangible and in- 
tangible benefits. Some were immediate; others are evident 
today. It solidified a movement to save the neighbourhood 
and set the tone for future campaigns. As one City official 
described the group after the squatting campaign, "those 
folks don't mess around." 

We were lucky the police weren't directed to repress 
the entire campaign, picking off one squatter at a time. Per- 
haps City officials believed that they were only giving up a 
few houses. They didn't realize that the campaign had ignited 
the dormant spirit of the neighbourhood, changing the course 
of its history. 
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Industrial Wasteland at the Waterfront 
Here's the interface of synthetic 
and natural environments where the 
raw materials of civilization are col- 
lected then deposited when used. 
Here lie nodes in the major arteries 
that supply the city - water, rail, road, 
air, power. This is algo the catch basin 
of its refuse - sewage, junk, snow, con- 
taminated soil. A place where wild 
apples grow next to oil tank farms, 
where burdock looks higher than the 
CN tower, where merganser ducks float 
over worn down bricks & battles. As i 
sit in the Canary Restaurant across 
from huge freighters and tractor trail- 
er trucks, where truckers mix with 
yacht owners, Like neighbouring facto- 
ries and warehouses, it looks closed 
from the outside. 


Life is like a game of Jeopardy where you win by asking enough right questions. 


Observations of St. Lawrence Market 


A goodly amount of organic produce 
there (and people asking if an item 
were organic) - zucchinni, cukes, beans, 
corn but i didn't notice any tomatoes 
or peppers. A couple of stalls sold 
pesto and herb vinegars, one woman 
grew 7 kinds of basil in her organic gar- 
den and imported salad flowers from 
California. Some berries for sale that i 
didn't recognize, logan and thimble. | 
didn't see sprigs of herbs like | remem- 
ber from the Mennonite markets. | 
stopped at the market while bicycling 
around to check for dried and wild 
flower sellers that i may have sold 
stuff to but it was the wrong seagon 
or i was too late. A couple of Morris 


dancer troupes were performing across the street from a Latin American band playing their Andean tunes, There were panhandlers and 
rubbies hanging around the edges of the shopping crowd that was more white than the downtown Toronto average. | bought a few vegeta- 
bles and some farm cheese that leaked into my back pack. 
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Libertarian Municipalis 


An excerpt from Murray Bookchin's essay Theses on Libertarian Municipalism. 
This essay appears in Bookchin's book The Limits of the City (Black Rose 
Books, Montréal, 1986). Reprinted with permission of the publisher. 


by Murray Bookchin 

At a time when Orwell's image of 1984 can be clearly 
translated into the “megalopolis” of a highly centralized State 
and a highly corporatized society, we must explore the possi- 
bility of counterposing to these statist and social develop- 
ments a third realm of human practice: the political realm 
created by the municipality, a historic development of the 
Urban Revolution itself that has not been fully digested by 
the State. Revolution always translates itself into dual power: 
the industrial union, soviet or council, and the Commune, all 
oriented against the State. A thorough examination of history 
will show that the factory, a creature of bourgeois rational- 
ization, has never been the locus of revolution; the most ex- 
plicitly revolutionary workers (the Spanish, Russian, French, 
and Italian) have mainly been transitional classes, indeed tra- 
ditional decomposing agrarian strata which were subject to 
the discordant and ultimately corrosive impact of an indus- 
trial culture that is itself already becoming a traditional one. 
Today, in fact, where workers are still in motion, their battle 
is largely defensive (ironically, a battle to maintain an indus- 
trial system that is faced with displacement by a capital inten- 
sive, increasingly cybernetic technology) and reflect the last 
stirrings of a waning economy. 

The city, too, is dying -- but in a very different sense 
from the factory. The factory was never the realm of free- 
dom. It was always the realm of survival, of "necessity," 
which disempowered and desiccated the human world around 
it. Its emergence was bitterly resisted by craftspeople, agrar- 
ian communities, and a more humanly scaled and commu- 
nalistic world. Only the naivete of a Marx or Engels, who 
fostered the myth that the factory serves to “discipline,” 
"unite," and "organize" the proletariat could oblige radicals, 
mystified in their own right by the ideal of a "scientific so- 
cialism," to ignore its authoritarian and hierarchical role. The 
abolition of the factory by an ecotechnics, creative work, 
and, yes, by cybernetic devices designed to meet human 
needs, is a desideratum of socialism in its libertarian and 
utopian forms, indeed, a moral precondition for freedom. 

By contrast, the Urban Revolution played a very differ- 
ent role. It essentially created the idea of a universal human- 
itas and the communalizing of that humanity along rational 
and ethical lines. It raised the limits to human development 
imposed by the kinship tie, the parochialism of the folk 
world, and the suffocating effects of custom. The dissolution 
of genuine municipalities by urbanization would mark a 
grave regression for societal life: a destruction of the 
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uniquely human dimension of consociation, of the civil life 
that justifies any use of the word "civilization" and the body 
politic that gives meaning and identity to the word "politics." 
Here, if theory and realty enter into conflict with each other, 
one is justified in invoking Georg Lukacs’ famous remark: 
"So much the worse for the facts." Politics, so easily de- 
graded by “politicians” into statecraft, must be rehabilitated 
by anarchism in its original meaning as a form of civic par- 
ticipation and administration that stands in counterposition to 
the State and extends beyond those basic aspects of human 
intercourse we appropriately call social. In a very radical 
sense, we must go back to the roots of the word in the polis 
and the unconscious stirrings of the people to create a domain 
for rational, ethical and public intercourse which, in turn, 
gave rise to the ideal of the Commune and the popular as- 
semblies of the revolutionary era. 

Anarchism has always stressed the need for moral re- 
generation and for a counter-culture (to use this word in its 
best sense) against the prevailing culture. Hence its emphasis 
on ethics, its concern for a coherence of means and ends, its 
defence of human rights as well as civil rights, notably in its 
concern for oppression in every aspect of life. Its image of 
counter-institutions has been more problematic. It would be 
well to remember that there has always been a communalist 
tendency in anarchism, not only a syndicalist and an individ- 
ualist one. Moreover, this communalist tendency has always 
had a strong municipalist orientation, one which can be 
gleaned from the writings of Proudhon and Kropotkin. What 
has been lacking is a searching examination of the political 
core of this orientation: the distinction between a realm of 
discourse, decision-making, and institutional development 
that is neither social nor statist. Civic politics is not intrinsi- 
cally parliamentary politics; indeed, if we restore the authen- 
tic meaning of the word "politics" to its rightful place in the 
radical vocabulary, it is redolent of the Athenian citizens’ as- 
sembly and its more egalitarian heir, the sectional assemblies 
of Paris. To reach back into these historic institutions, to en- 
rich their content with our libertarian traditions and critical 
analyses, and to bring them to the surface of an ideologically 
confused world is to bring the past to the service of the pre- 
sent in a creative and innovative way. Every radical tendency 
is burdened by a certain measure of intellectual inertia, the 
anarchist no less than the socialist. The security of tradition 
can be so comforting that it ends all possible innovation, 
even among anti-authoritarians. 
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Anarchism is beleaguered by its concern over parlia- 
mentarism and statism. This concern has been amply justified 
by history, but it can also lead to a siege mentality that is no 
less dogmatic in theory than an electoral radicalism is corrupt 
in practice. Yet if libertarian municipalism is construed as an 
organic politics, a politics that emerges from the base level 
of human consociation into the fullness of a genuine body 
politic and participatory forms of citizenship, it may well be 
the last redoubt for a socialism oriented toward decentralized 
popular institutions. A major feature of a libertarian munici- 
palist approach is that it can evoke lived traditions to legiti- 
mate its claims, traditions which, however fragmentary and 
tattered, still offer the potential for a participatory politics of 
challenging dimensions to the State. The Commune still lies 
buried in the city council; the sections still lie buried in the 
neighbourhood; the town meeting still lies buried in the 
township; con- 
federal forms of 
municipal asso- 
ciation still lie 
buried in re- 
gional networks 
of towns and 
cities. To re- 
cover a past that 
can live and be 
reworked to suit 
liberatory ends 
is not to be cap- 
tive to tradition; 
it is to ferret out 
uniquely human 
goals of associ- 
ation that have 
abiding qualities 
in the human 
spirit -- the need 

for community 
as such -- and 
which have 
welled up re- 
peatedly over 
the past. They 
linger in the present as stillborn hopes which people find 
within themselves at all times and which come to the surface 
of history in inspired moments of action and release. 

These theses advance the view that a libertarian mu- 
nicipalism is possible and a new civic politics is definable as 
a dual power that can counterpose assembly and confederal 
forms to the centralized State. As matters now stand in the 
Orwellian world of the 1980s, this perspective of dual power 
may well be one of the most important ones, doubtless 
among others, that libertarians can hope to develop without 
compromising their anti-authoritarian principles. Further: 
these theses advance the view that an organic politics based 
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THE ILLUSTRATIONS ACCOMPANYING THE ARTICLES ON CITIES ARE BY PAUL AND PERCIVAL GOODMAN, 
Means oF Livétinwoop ano Ways oF LIFE 
(VintAGe/RANDOM House). ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN 1947, AND REVISED IN 1960, THIS ANARCHIST 
CLASSIC EXAMINES THE ROLE OF THE CITY IN OUR DAILY LIVES. IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR ALL 
THOSE INTERESTED IN CITIES, WORK, AND LIFESTYLES. 


on such radical participatory forms of civic association does 
not exclude the right of anarchists to alter city and town 
charters such that they validate the existence of directly 
democratic institutions. And, if this kind of activity brings 
anarchists into city councils, there is no reason why such a 
politics should be construed as parliamentary, particularly if 
it is confined to the civic level and is consciously posed 
against the State. It is curious that. many anarchists who cele- 
brate the existence of a “collectivized" industrial enterprise, 
here and there, with considerable enthusiasm despite its 
emergence within a thoroughly bourgeois economic frame- 
work can view a municipal politics that entails "elections" of 
any kind with repugnance, even if such a politics is struc- 
tured around neighbourhood assemblies, recallable deputies, 
radically democratic forms of accountability, and deeply 
rooted localist networks. 

The city is 
not congruent 
with the State. 
The two have 
very different 
origins and have 
played very dif- 
ferent roles his- 
torically. That 
the State pene- 
trates every as- 
pect of life to- 


day, from the 
family to the 
factory, from 

i t 
The planner’s ideal: me a A the 
fitting the man to the plan city, does not 
mean that one 


self-righteously 
withdraws from 
every form of 
organized hu- 
man _interrela- 
tionships, in- 
deed from one's 
own skin, to an 
empyrean realm 
of purity and abstraction, one that would validate Adorno's 
description of anarchism as a "ghost." If there are any ghosts 
that haunt us, they take the form of a dogmatism and ritual- 
istic rigidity so inflexible that one slips into an intellectual 
rigor mortis no different in kind from that which settles over 
a corpse frozen in the eternity of death. The power of au- 
thority to command the individual physically will have then 
achieved a conquest more complete than the imperatives pro- 
duced by mere coercion. It will have laid its hand on the hu- 
man spirit itself -- its freedom to think creatively and resist 
with ideas, even if its capacity to act is blocked for a time by 
events. 
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Leslie Spit Lighthouse 

| came out here for the first 
time today and i'm surprised at how 
far it is to the end. | passed a Muslim 
woman and her child coming down the 
path, a slightly disconcerting sight 
because both wore long dresses but 
the daughter was coasting along on 
rollerblades. Black ducks fly overhead. 
I think of all the cities unearthed by 
archeologists that were built on the 
rubbish of previous settlements, all 
the layers of Troy or Catal Huyuk. 
Toronto pushes ite rubble into the 
lake for a breakwater. A sailboat 
almost keels over in the wind, ite pas- ah ne a ie 
sengers huddle the windward side and two cabin cruisers shaped like arrowheads od past it. The freighter that caused the drawbridge 
to open on my way here has passed out of sight under storm clouds to the south. Sunlight still graces this spot but the wind encour- 
ages me to button my shirt. | guess it offends the remnants of my Calvinist frugality to see so many tons of the roasted, re-formed 
limestone called concrete going to provide safer passage for pleasure craft after being torn up from roads and sewers and buildings - an 
industrial Caucasian potiatch. | see bricks, tiles, re-bars, concrete blocks, sheet metal, tarmac, plastic fans set in a slab, lamposts, etc., 
etc, How many person (98%? man) hours of labour and kCalories of the cement kilns do these miles of piles represent? How much could 
have been saved if service tunnels and conduite had been installed under the streets at the beginning instead of having to tear them up 
with each new line for whatever? But then, what do i know of civil engineering? 


Sitting on a bridge across the Don 

The sun has just come out again and 50 have the cyclists, their number increased 
exponentially as if they had been waiting for a sunbeam to strike them. Redwings and 
robins sound in the bushes. A south European family were searching the sides of the 
bike path for i don't know what, bottles? They were in the sweet. clover which narrows the 
passable path down to 2 feet in some places. “Sweet clover, sweet clover; sweet clover's 
taking over the path that we're pedalling upon,” i sang to Yukon last week. Taney, teasel, 
catnip, nettles (“ouch” plant), Queen Anne’s lace (wild carrot) and the dreaded purple 
loosestrife algo line the path. l'm on an old fashioned cement bridge with the big arc 
that we used to see all over southern Ontario. This bike trip is what i needed, not some 
small scale spectacle like the busker's festival in Yupville or the re-enactment of 
Simcoe’s landing. Where's the native input or offput to this 200th anniversary of 
Toronto hoopla or is that why it’s relatively low key or is it low key because of typical 
British reserve? Crows and chipping sparrows fly in and out of trees of many varieties. 

Further upstream: A beautiful little yellow warbler is flitting through the branches of 
a willow tree crowding the other side of this (another) bridge. There’s ‘coon shit inches 
away from this page. Andrew at the bike club was saying that Chris is wary of going slug 
hunting in the garden at night for fear of marauding racoons, “What if they're rabid?" The 
sound of water going through some rapids at this point almost drowns out the roar of 
the expressway. The river runs through a wide uninhabited flood plain here that cows 
would love to sink their teeth into. Why doesn’t Riverdale Farm let someone bring their 
beasts here to graze every day rather than feeding them canned grass (bales of hay)? 
But then they even mow the friggin’ lawn around the pens and probably send the clippings 
to the dump because that’s the ‘norm’. <Chain of reification - common sense-> civility-> 
law-> norms-.> The black ewallowort is thicker, sometimes covering acres, but it doesn’t 
climb as high as the wild grape. The huckleberry trees are bereft of ripe berries (damn 
birds) but i munched some green apples. 
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Green City Politics a 
ECOLOGY MONTREAL 


by Phillip Chee 

Montréal, like many large cities, is in crisis. Drug-re- 
lated crimes and street violence, especially against women, 
are on the increase. One out of five Montréalers goes hungry 
each day. An estimated 15,000 citizens live in the streets, 
while thousands more need affordable housing with little 
hope of getting it soon. Official statistics state 12% unem- 
ployment in Montréal and up to 30% in some districts. They 
do not tell us how many people are partially- or under-em- 
ployed. Montréal has the highest unemployment rate of any 
Canadian city. Air, noise, and visual pollution add to the 
stress of just surviving. 

Montréal is a city of tremendous daily waste with no 
serious recycling program: the city produces nearly 1.5 mil- 
lion tonnes of garbage every year, 60% of this from factories 
and businesses. The city lacks green spaces and a serious tree 
planting and maintenance program. Excessive use of automo- 
biles, buses and trucks poisons the air. 

These are some of the social and ecological problems 
that assail Montréal. Taking their inspiration from the social 
ecology and urban theories of Murray Bookchin, members of 
Ecology Montréal are attempting to address some of these 
urgent issues. 


The Origins of Ecology Montréal 


Since late 1989, a small group of environmentalists and 
left-wing community activists have come together in a new 
municipal movement called Ecology Montréal. The follow- 
ing passage from its program for change defines its relation- 
ship to politics and the role of the citizen: 


Glitzy public relations and public consultations 
from City Hall are not democracy. What is needed is 
a new concept of citizenship, whereby Montréalers 
become more than taxpayers and consumers of ser- 
vices. Montréalers want a participatory democracy 
whereby they can directly control, through active 
citizen involvement, the decision-making process 
which affects their daily lives. Montréalers are not 
satisfied with being powerless spectators facing 
‘professional’ politicians and bureaucrats, and sim- 
ply voting once every four years. Nor can the pre- 
sent exercise in ‘public consultation’ be considered a 
serious undertaking in democratic citizenship. 
Nothing short of a profound process of decentral- 
ization of power to new neighbourhood institutions 
involving the highest levels of citizen participation 
will begin to meet the challenges of a declining city 
life. 
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What makes this new political movement different from 
earlier ones? What are the potential liberatory tendencies 
Ecology Montréal has to offer? Can the municipality be the 
institution where a new, more ecological, society rests its 
democratic and participatory politics? To answer these ques- 
tions, we must first look at how Ecology Montréal emerged 
from the failure of an earlier grass-roots movement to bring 
political power back to the people. 

In the three decades until his retirement in 1986, the 
name of Jean Drapeau was synonymous with municipal poli- 
tics in Montréal. The men he brought together to finance his 
electoral machine and the councillors they helped elect ex- 
celled in the secretive, backroom deal. Drapeau's adminis- 
tration created one of North America's largest and most ex- 
pensive municipal bureaucracies. 

In 1969-70 an alliance of far-left radicals and commu- 
nity organizers, working through existing community groups 
and unions, encouraging its members to get actively involved 
in municipal government, posed a credible threat to Dra- 
peau's Civic Party of Montréal. Allegations that the Front 
d'Action Politique (FRAP) had connections to the FLQ, the 
terrorist group that precipitated the October Crisis of 1970, 
hurt the movement and prevented electoral success. 

By 1973, many of the radicals had left FRAP. In 1974, 
the more moderate activists reconstituted themselves as the 
Montréal Citizens’ Movement (MCM). When their earlier 
favourable electoral showings were eclipsed in 1978, by the 
emergence of a centrist “Liberal” party, the more radical 
policies of the MCM's program were dropped or consigned 
to the distant future. An exodus of its left-wing members left 
its more centrist members in control. 

In the summer of 1988, Dimitri Roussopoulos, a local 
anarchist who had quit the MCM in 1978, and Andrea Levy, 
a political science student and municipal activist, wrote a 
draft program hoping to unite the left in response to the 
MCM's increasing liberalism. In the fall of 1989, the two 
published an open letter calling for Greens in Montréal to or- 
ganize a municipal party, but an anti-party party much like 
the German Greens. It was an uneasy alliance of Greens and 
dissident MCM members (some of the latter eventually 
formed a new party called the Democratic Coalition of Mon- 
tréal [DCM]). 

A policy conference organized in December, 1989, and 
addressed by Murray Bookchin, introduced libertarian mu- 
nicipalism to the Montréal public. Even at this early stage, 
there was divergence of opinion among the various Greens as 
to whether Ecology Montréal should remain a movement or 
constitute as a traditional party. 
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From January to March, 1990, Ecology Montréal orga- 
nized a number of educational events, bringing their message 
to a public increasingly aware of the ecological crisis. A 
founding congress was convened in March, and a second 
congress in April addressed the issue of the movement's 
structure, although nothing programmatic was discussed. At 
this point, the movement chose to participate in the munici- 
pal elections of November, 1990. 

Ecology Montréal fielded 21 candidates, 11 men and 
10 women, for the 51 council seats. Most of their candidates 
came in third or lower; two candidates managed second place 
in the downtown districts of Jeanne-Mance and Mile-End, 
gaining 23 and 16% of the popular vote respectively. 


Party Or Movement? 


During the election campaign, the fundamental dis- 
agreements about the movement's structure were pushed be- 
low the surface. The crux of the matter was what type of 
leadership the party 
should adopt. With a 
number of federal and 
provincial Green Party 
members, political novic- 
es and outsiders favour- 
ing what Roussopoulos 
characterized as "an un- 
structured, sloppy, 
‘warm fuzzy’ style of 
leadership," it was inev- 
itable that conflict would 
arise with those wanting 
a clear, accountable and 
` democratic structure. Ex- 
cept for those living in 
the Jeanne-Mance dis- 
trict, the movement became dormant after the elections, with 
nobody wishing to resolve the disagreements between the two 
factions. 

In the spring of 1991, the members living in the 
Jeanne-Mance district demanded a meeting of the member- 
ship (a general assembly), the first since the election. With 
the Greens drifting away, Ecology Montréal adopted a new 
leadership structure in October, 1991. A coordinating com- 
mittee was established with a mandate to "clean-up" the 
movement. The members who remained were aware that the 
movement needed to be more democratic, structured with a 
constitution and have a multi-issue program. A number of 
membership meetings addressed these two projects. The 
movement began to see itself now more as a political party 
offering a green alternative to the existing municipal parties. 

In June, 1992, the coordinating committee presented a 
comprehensive program to the membership. The program 
contains proposals calling for social and economic justice, 
community-based sustainable economic development, and de- 
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centralized, participatory political institutions (neighbour- 
hood assemblies, for example). Also included are commit- 
ments to feminism and freedom of sexual orientation, non-vi- 
olence, anti-racism, ecological humanism and social ecology. 
The program included a proposal for a constitutional struc- 
ture. The party's structure, the proposal argued, should serve 
as a model for the political institutions it wishes to see cre- 
ated by the citizens of Montréal, and not its professional 
politicians or bureaucrats. I will highlight some of the key 
features of this constitution. 

Basic decision-making and activity expressing the prin- 
ciples of Ecology Montréal would rest with its membership, 
organized as a confederation of local associations (with a 
minimum of 15 members) within a ward of a city. The local 
associations may also be based on a smaller area, possibly 
coinciding with an electoral district in the city, as long as it 
has a minimum of 15 members. Each local association would 
have the right to choose the Ecology Montréal candidate for 
its electoral district. Each local association also elects two 
mandated and recallable 
delegates to the General 
Council of Ecology 
Montréal. Additionally, 
any association of at least 
20 members could form 
an Ecology Montréal 
club (Autonomous Asso- 
ciation) regardless of 
where they lived within 
the city. Such a group 
could come together for 
the purposes of forming 
a study or discussion 
group to pursue social, 
cultural and/or political 
actions. The clubs would 
have the same rights as a local association, except that of 
nominating candidates for City Council, but would not have 
a seat on the General Council. 

Standing committees on issues, research, party policy 
and internal functioning would be mandated by the General 
Council. This body would be the decision-making body be- 
tween meetings of the General Assembly of all members. The 
council has the responsibility of calling the general assembly 
and preparing the agenda for such a meeting -- essentially 
acting as the primary coordinating council. The General 
Assembly would be the supreme decision-making body of 
Ecology Montréal, meeting at least once a year to receive re- 
ports, hold elections, and establish and review the activities 
and policies of the party. The General Assembly annually 
elects a Coordinating Committee to carry out the decisions of 
the General Council and of the General Assembly; this com- 
mittee does not form policy. This committee would consist of 
two co-chairs, two spokespersons, a treasurer, a secretary, 
and delegates from whatever standing committees the General 
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Council establishes. Any member of the Coordinating Com- 
nittee is limited to a mandate of two terms. 

Both the program and constitution were adopted with 
imendments by a membership congress in September, 1992. 
Jowever, since Ecology Montréal currently does not have 
my local associations in existence, members at the annual 
3eneral Assembly in January, 1993, voted to give the Coor- 
linating Committee the right to act as the principle coordi- 
lating council till such time as a General Council is formed. 


Jast and Current Activities 


Ecology Montréal is trying to deal with various urban 
soncerns, including waste-management, green spaces and ur- 
yan sprawl, and the democratization of politics. A position 
paper, The Ecological Economics of Garbage, published in 
March, 1992, addressed the problem of waste management 
on the island of Montréal. Recognizing the importance of 
fostering ties with other grassroots movements, Ecology 
Montréal joined a coalition representing 21 local environ- 
mental groups that forced the Quebec government to convene 
environmental hearings when it was learned the mayors of 
the Montréal Urban Community (a regional council not di- 
rectly mandated by the electorate) were about to approve the 
construction of a $1 billion incinerator. A report released in 
August, 1993, based on presentations made by opponents of 
the project, criticized the way in which the mayors secretly 
worked out the details of the project. Further, the report rec- 
ommends that Quebec should halt the project. 

Ecology Montréal presented a brief called Montréal, 
Green City: A Vision of the Future, in February, 1993, at a 
public hearing for a regional development plan for the island. 
In addressing the problems of urban sprawl, poverty, de- 
clining quality of life in the city, waste-management, and the 
lack of real citizen participation in policy decision-making. 
Ecology Montréal tried to present a green alternative, as op- 
posed to traditional social democratic solutions. For exam- 
ple, its brief called for a moratorium on new highway con- 
struction over the next ten years, and the application of a 
user-pay system on all highways to counter urban sprawl. 
Giving citizens more say in the democratic process could be 
achieved by allowing municipalities more powers in handling 
housing, environment and fiscal matters. Additionally, 
neighbourhood assemblies should be given more powers and 
financial resources, so that citizens could truly exercise 
grassroots democracy. 

By far the most publicly visible activity Ecology Mon- 
tréal has engaged in has been its electoral efforts. In the fall 
of 1992, Ecology Montréal devoted much of its time and ef- 
fort to fielding a candidate for a by-election for a vacant city 
council seat in the St. Jacques district, one of the poorest in 
the city. The Ecology Montréal candidate placed third out of 
12 candidates, garnering 12.5% of the popular vote. This 
modest success has carried over into 1993, with Ecology 
Montréal putting considerable effort into creating an electoral 
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strategy for the 1994 municipal elections. 

One such effort-has been the participation in meetings 
and discussions with independent city councillors and those 
from the DCM to form a working group for "A Progressive 
Municipal Alliance in 1994". The purpose of the alliance is 
to give left-wing candidates a common platform, and also to 
divide up the electoral map so as not to run alliance candi- 
dates against each other. When the Commission For Electoral 
Representation in Quebec held a public hearing in June, 1993 
-- in response to a City proposal to reduce the number of city 
council seats from the current 51 -- Ecology Montréal pre- 
sented a proposal to reform the municipal electoral system 
for the November, 1994, elections. The proposal recom- 
mends that the city of Montréal adopt a partial system of 
proportional representation. Thirty-one seats would remain 
single member constituencies with election by direct major- 
ity, and 20 seats to be distributed among representatives of 
municipal parties proportionally to the percentage of the 
popular vote gained by each party to the city as a whole. The 
latter seats would help to correct the aberrations in the distri- 
bution of seats that so often arise in direct majority elections. 


Is Libertarian Municipalism Possible? 


Can a movement such as Ecology Montréal accomplish 
its goals by asking the State to legislate more power for mu- 
nicipalities? How effective will electoral activity be in creat- 
ing, however germinal, a dual power that will oppose itself 
in tension to the status quo? The debacle of the German 
Greens should serve as a grim warning to any new movement 
that believes mere parliamentary activity is sufficient. 

Bookchin has argued, particularly in Urbanization 
Without Cities, and the essay The New Municipal Agenda, 
that the key to transforming society is the need to create a 
majoritarian movement that will replace a market economy 
with a moral economy, passive taxpayers with active citizens, 
impersonal bureaucracies and professional politicians with a 
participatory, face-to-face democratic politics. Could this be 
a decentralized, confederal, aesthetically-grounded society 
based on an objective ethics of complementarity? 

Ecology Montréal is in a delicate situation: on the one 
hand its efforts to democratize the municipality has the po- 
tential to ignite a movement that could carry forward the 
ideas and inspiration for remaking society into a free, eco- 
logical and creative realm; or on the other hand it could re- 
main a marginalized party, forcing it to repeat the same re- 
formist mistakes of the Old Left and statist-oriented Greens. 

The ingredients are available for social change; what 
they need is an active group of people willing to live the way 
they profess that a new society should live. Ecology Mon- 
tréal's success will depend on whether the principles it es- 
pouses will move people to take control of their lives and 
communities, or whether it will fall on the deaf ears of a 
people fed up and increasingly cynical of the current political 
system. 
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Pigeons at Riverdale Park 

Where would pigeons be without us, 
lazy welfare bums that they are? A flock of them 
are scouring the grass here at Riverdale Park for 
something which closer examination reveals to be 
grass seeds for re-seeding. Some starlings 
check it out, too, but don’t stay long. | noticed 
more pigeon pizzas than usual on the streets 
while bicycling around today. A grounds keeper's 
cart rolle by, the birds hop out of its way and 
then back again. Sparrows join the crowd. 
Shadows appear again as the sun finds a weak 
spot in the clouds. | wish it would rain to clear 
the air, i don't think the air pressure is good for 
my mood, makes me listless and dissatisfied. 
Two Chinese women are exercising on the other 
side of the water sprinkler that two boys and 
their father (adult male companion) are playing 
through. 1st, 2nd and Srd bases arrive in a food 


hamper followed by big and little guys with metal baseball bats. They join a crowd already down at the diamond who had been warming up. 
I finally wrote and sent the letter to the paper in support of the woman/mother who gave up her government job to go on welfare. It was 
harder to write than i thought it would be, maybe ‘cuz i had to tone down the polemics for the sake of mediocrity and space. Being a 
bureaucratic hack is more important to these Calvinist sourpusses of Toronto than playing with one’s kids. And i can't choose either situ- 
ation as i try not to break my last $20 (shit, it’s only a $10) bill during the final day out of 6 before i get to see my son again. A dog 
squats to pee while its mistress keeps on walking, the leash unwinding off a plastic spool. A man laughs at something in the magazine 
he’s reading, 


Etobicoke Easter 

A suburban wasteland that was a utopia to many people 40 years ago, a settlement of single family dwellings and apt buildings from 
where they could commute to work in gyrocopters and jet packs. Now swing sets go largely unused while kids watch re-runs of the 
Jetsons and a new Conan the Barbarian cartoon, this must be Saturday morning, Just before this, i crossed a grown over area bounded 
by a golf course, houses and the 401 that was claimed by a bunch of ragamuffine who evicted me. How long before they see their ‘private 
property’ denuded and poisoned by pesticides? | dream that they keep the landrapers at bay and maintain their island of dystopia with 
ite tree forts and trails. Maybe they'll do better than we did as kida when we complained to the sawyers only after they had bit into the 


maples to make room for the widening 
of our street. Despite what the cover 
of the ‘Hitchiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’ 
is alleged to say, perhaps there is 
indeed a time to panic. 
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STREET LIVES 


Street Lives, an oral history of homeless Americans 
by Steven Vanderstaay, photographs by Joseph 
Sorrentino 

published by New Society Publishers, 4527 
Springfield Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA or 
PO Box 189, Gabriola Island, BC VOR 1X0, Canada 
$14.95 paper, $39.95 hardcover 


reviewed by Rick Zerr 

If you happen to get downtown occasionally, you may 
have noticed the marked increase in the number of panhan- 
dlers asking you for money, the number of young women 
and men planted along Yonge Street seeking a bit of change, 
or the line of men waiting out one more day in Moss Park 
near the temporary employment agency. Like so many of my 
friends whose work and lives are divorced from homeless- 
ness, maybe you've been wondering what stories lie behind a 
life that ends up on the street. If the bulk of your under- 
standing of homelessness comes from secondhand accounts in 
papers, television, or abstract conversations, read Street 
Lives. 

Documenting the stories of fifty homeless individuals 
and families, Stephen Vanderstaay provides an oral history of 
homeless Americans. As such accounts go, Street Lives 
moves well beyond the myth and assumption that plagues all 
but a few media sources and most kitchen tables. Each chap- 
ter is devoted to a specific element of poverty, opening with 
basic analysis and insight, providing a context but not over- 
whelming the stories that follow. The narratives are simple 
and brief, two or three pages each, and written without flow- 
ery distractions. Comparing them to those I have heard from 
Toronto's homeless, it is obvious that Vanderstaay went to 
great pains to preserve the integrity of each story. 

As much as Vanderstaay wanted to share these stories 
accurately, it is clear that he also strove to make Street Lives 
socially and ethically challenging, without losing readers in 
cumbersome analysis. It's an easy read. The most morally 
outraged or outrageously. ignorant reader could understand 
and digest this book. 

I could not imagine anyone reading Street Lives for 
entertainment, obliging me to ask two fundamental questions: 
what value does Street Lives offer the reader; and what does 
it offer the homeless? My first reaction to this book was less 
than enthusiastic, almost contemptuous: "not another book of 
war stories." I cannot count the number of times people I 
work with have come forward and told their stories. In 
newspapers, on the radio and TV, and at poverty rallies I 
have witnessed "homeless" persons tell their stories. In dep- 
utations to social workers, municipal administrations, min- 
istries, the Police Complaints Commission, funding sources 
and housing associations they have retold their stories. It 
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Hoy is by joseph Sarrernt 


leaves me wondering just how many graphic accounts of 
homelessness do we need to read and hear before we act. 

Optimism rests in the accuracy of Vanderstaay's docu- 
mentation. This is "Homelessness 101," a basic examination 
of poverty in a country where property rights far outrank the 
right to shelter and health. Does Street Lives bear any re- 
semblance to Canadian homelessness? Strikingly so. Home- 
lessness and social isolation may be more prevalent in 
America, but I was surprised by the similarity to the stories 
of people I see every day. Anyone believing that Canada 
treats the homeless better than this book describes has proba- 
bly also bought into the notion that we are a humanitarian, 
nonviolent, classless country. At best they are terribly naive. 
I could submit that we are simply better poverty managers, 
having developed our skills so shrewdly at the expense of 
Canada's First Peoples. 

This book is for anyone who harbours the idea that 
people choose to be homeless. It's for anyone who believes 
that a hostel, a shelter or a drop-in is a home. In the three 
years I have been working with and for homeless people, I 
have met only one person who I could honestly admit chose 
to be homeless, this amongst hundreds I have listened to. 
People who refuse housing knowing that the choice will not 
infringe on their right to health, income, security and some 
level of privacy are not homeless. They are campers. 

This book is for workers: social workers, welfare 
workers, hostel workers, drop-in workers, community work- 
ers and anyone else whose income is a derivative of the 
poverty industry. It is especially good for those who believe 
that homelessness is an issue to be "managed." Any worker 
who is not constantly questioning the system that employs 
them may learn from the stories in Street Lives. However, it 
would be a dismal indication of responsibility if any worker 
needed this book to gain an understanding of the people for 
whom they work. í 

There's even some value in this book for those who 
have long since renounced traditional social work that tries to 
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"fix the individual." I devoted one reading searching for any 
insight into the process that lets people see their lives in the 
context of the world around them. Naming the issue is as im- 
portant as naming the solution, and for the homeless whose 
lives are confined to the isolation of individual survival there 
is little space to unearth the issues that affect them. 

I long ago discovered that even I have very little power 
to influence the decisions that affect me. However, I can pre- 
dict the effect of the Social Contract on my life. I can witness 
the devastation of the agreement sold as “free trade." Among 
the conditions that allow me to understand this, education 
and personal political conviction play a substantial part, but I 
am quite sure that it has a great deal more to do with my 
sense of security. I do not spend six hours per day thinking 
about my housing. I do not spend another six hours looking 
for meals and clothing, and enduring the humiliation so at- 
tached to charity. I do not exhaust hours avoiding the police, 
security guards and self-righteous property owners. I do not 
have to endure assaults from my slumlord, or carefully doc- 
ument my daily activities to hand in to the welfare worker at 
the end of the month. And, when a minor cut warrants con- 
cern in the infectious world of homelessness, I do not have to 
face a health system that all but collapses without a phone 
number, home address and the $10 pharmaceutical dispensary 
fee. Finally, [do not face overwhelming health issues such as 
exposure, stress, HIV, tuberculosis and addiction. 

What does this book offer homeless people? That's a 
more difficult question. Vanderstaay has deferred royalties 
from Street Lives to the agencies that served in his network. 
Hopefully, it will get to the people who provided the stories, 
but my cynical side keeps drumming up images of the Bloor- 
Annex "White Box Campaign," a solution to street lives that 
cuts real income to panhandlers and removes the visual dis- 
comfort from business and patrons. In short, it creates a 
"safe, comfortable and accessible" community for people 
with incomes, and forces the poor to accept their crumbs at 
the local soup line. Expect the "no panhandling" bylaw to 
provide the final touches to this "solution." 

To someone homeless, reading Street Lives may be an 
exercise in de-isolation -- or provide inspiration. But I stress 
"may." I can't corroborate this until my friends without de- 
cent shelter have examined the book. 

Does Street Lives provide solutions to homelessness? It 
certainly tries. The last chapter is devoted to a search for 
solutions, documenting nine individual stories defined as suc- 
cessful ventures which overcame homelessness. The strongest 
feature of this chapter is found in the ownership people feel 
in overt actions or programs that effect a change in their 
lives. Sadly, this chapter left me craving something more. 
While there is ample (and valid) criticism of social service 
agents, there was a disappointing lack of criticism directed at 
the political or economic interests (if the two can be sepa- 
rated) that command social services. The solutions in Street 
Lives are modest working solutions, confronting the elements 
that keep people homeless but falling far short of attacking or 
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even naming the root causes of homelessness. 

What's missing in Street Lives' chapter on solutions is 
criticism of an entire social system built on the fundamental 
concept of individual greed. The American system, and its 
Canadian complement, are designed on the premise that peo- 
ple receiving any public assistance will stay on that system 
unless forced off. The "welfare trap" is not about people be- 
coming lazy on the public dole. People who face this level of 
poverty are trapped by a system that removes virtually all 
choice and control from the recipient, coupled with a lavish 
measure of forced compliance through starvation. 

Before you latch onto these final stories as final solu- 
tions to homelessness, consider this. All those people you see 
along downtown Toronto's major arteries are the visible ef- 
fects of poverty in a free market society. The size of the pop- 
ulation poor and trapped by the competitive market economy 
is far larger than what we are seeing on the streets. Our poor 
live in barrios properly coated in Victorian icing. Their lives 
are intricately controlled by innumerable laws, ordinances, 
and regulations designed by and for property owners, busi- 
ness and those who control capital. And those controls are 
enforced by local security agents like the Metropolitan 
Toronto Police Force and the welfare worker. 

The poor you see on Toronto's streets are visible only 
by the nuances of their personal stories, nuances detailed so 
carefully in Street Lives. Eliminating the nuances does little 
to remove the poverty than exists, and will continue to exist 
in a market-driven world. 

What's the bottom line? Street Lives is an uncompli- 
cated, informing read but its lack of anything threatening left 
me unchallenged, uninspired, and somewhat frustrated. For 
every small working solution to homelessness, there are ele- 
ments infinitely more powerful keeping people homeless, In- 
deed, Vanderstaay's liberal comment that homeless people 
are "less concerned with affixing blame than finding solu- 
tions" is exceedingly naive. If social workers, Vanderstaay 
included, devoted more time to exposing the beast instead of 
protecting it, the poor might own the final solution. But... I 
am jaded. 

I am jaded by Board members who give me "positive 
mental attitude" instead of results, a welfare system that po- 
lices instead of assists, police who enforce instead of "serve 
or protect," media that assume the role of solution brokers, 
and a society that will agree to any solution that doesn't 
threaten their pocketbooks or jeopardize their right to con- 
sume. 


Rick Zerr works at a drop-in centre for homeless and under- 
housed people. He writes, "I have slept in cars, outside, on 
damp concrete in basements, and on floors of many ac- 
quaintances and friends, but I could not and have not ever 
considered myself homeless. The operations of the centre 
where I work are paid for by the Ontario Ministry of Health 
(through your tax dollars). This is the one part of my identity 
I rarely labour over, certainly never guilt over." 
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Children play on the slides in this playground on a sunny Sunday in early May. A domesticated wildlife enjoys this scene, all the pests 
that evolved in burgs and now ‘burbs. Zephyrs carry perfume from the plantlife in gardens of the homeowners on the periphery. A few 
sheep grazing just over there would add the right touch. Instead we get guys swinging golf clubs and others kicking a ball around. | won- 
der how many know where the ‘game’ of soccer came from? | don't know what the first golf ball was, was it also part of man’s (and only 
man’s) anatomy? | do know it was a game invented by a nation of skinflints who also started Canada’s banks. Maybe Picts really were 
Neanderthals and this economy is their revenge on Cro-magnon’s progeny. (Can i be racist toward my own race?) This scene at the 
playground is 80 idyllic with children of 3 nations playing on the swings and who knows how many others are on the football (as most peo- 
ple call it) field. The field of foot propelled bails. 


a 
Queen & Broadview 


This section of Queen Street reminds me of the small town i grew up in, lined with 
small owner-operated stores interrupted by an imposing bank building with massive 
columns. From blocks away, the tower of a large red brick building is seen at the main 
intersection above the trees. The trees are smaller and more numerous than those 
remembered and the towered building houses not the post office but a girlie bar and 
hotel, A 7/11 sita on another corner with a Carribbean Jerkpit across from it, two garish 
standouts among the brown bricked storefronts. The cars on the street are sleeker, 
smaller and less colourful than they were in my hometown but the fashions people wear 
haven't changed as much. There are fewer skirts on women and more baseball caps on 
the men. Lots of bikes carrying adults, not kids. Comparatively, there are many ‘abnor- 
mal’ people - a guy stumbling along with a multi-coloured walking stick, a cool dude 
bedecked with paraphernalia and wearing a shirt with “fear, fear, fear” hand-lettered on 
it, and a black woman cursing the air in front of her. The main difference in people is the 
number from other races, go into the stores and few of the proprietors are WASPs. How 
lucky we are to have people from all over the world come here to serve us. That's 


because we don't want to and capitalization of the retail industry is moving rather slow- 
ly. | suppose we have better things to do like push papers around (monitor screens) or | 
work on socials for cases like me who is a client 5 times over. Two heavily tattooed men 
ride by on bicycles with kids on seats behind them. My bike leans against a telephone 
post bearing a poster condemning the social democratic government for its anti-labour 
legislation, it's put out by a public service union. 


days later and further down the beach: 

A search of the shoreline here fails to turn up any shards of Noxzema jar 
blue and surprisingly little beer bottle brown although i did discover some 
red glass chunks and a piece of fossil shell.| retrieved bits of 7up green 
and corrugated clear and made a mosaic of them on top of the water 
level gauge. A life guard’s radio in a boat tethered to the dock squawks 
at nobody. Sea gulla outnumber people but are equal in number to sail- 
boats on the water. An aspen tree warps an offshoot of ite trunk 
around a sill log of the dockhouse. None of this makes sense, it is sensed 
and recorded; just like living and love should not have to be made but just 
be and memory is our book. 
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Travellin' 


by Bill Burns 

A cab driver sees a lot of things in a city like Chicago. 
Some of it is beautiful but too much of it really hurts if you 
really look at it... I see concrete and metal canyons that shut 
out the huge strong trees that hold so much life. Never do I 
hear the beauty of a robin's song. I look around and see tight 
repressed faces holding their actors masks, as they strive to 
stay on top of the turning wheel in their hierarchical jobs. I 
yearn for a softness and easy gentle rhythm, but it is hard to 
find. All around seems to be noise, violence, sadness, anger 
and competition... I am a part of it and it hurts!! 

It is so easy to be overwhelmed by all this. And many 
of us are. We turn to drugs, pornography or various isms to 
somehow escape. But there is no escape other than to face the 
danger head on. To awaken. To climb out of this polluted 
morass they call "America." This we can do! (Note I specifi- 
cally use the word can because language structures con- 
sciousness and can is a word of empowerment, whereas 
should or must has a legacy of authority.) 

We can each take measure of our lives. For me, the 
trail to a better way of being lies in building collective insti- 
tutions... Why must our families be nuclear in nature? Why 
does our educational system have to be modeled after a damn 
factory? Could we not have workplaces where people coop- 
erate and make decisions as a group, through dialogue and 
listening to each others' needs? Myself, I ain't a goddam 
chicken and I refuse to be a part of this pecking order they 
call "America the free"! 

I want to live in harmony with Nature-Spirit, and build 
a society where the values of communalism, mutual aid, 
sharing, direct action, decision-making by consensus and no 
hierarchies prevail. In short, this vision is one of Anarchist- 
Communism, with healthy doses of African and Native cul- 
ture thrown in. 

How? How? 
How do we who are 
European descended 
begin recreating our 
culture? The answer 
lies in us. Who do 
we interact with? 
There are countless 
opportunities to plant 
seeds with each per- 
son that we meet... 
For example, because 
I drive a cab I come 
in contact with prob- 
ably 400 people a 
week. On the dash- 
board of my cab I 
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have, in individual 4x11 cards, various things written. The 
card that prepares the ground for the planting of seeds says 
this: "This is an Antenteo, a place for sharing of ideas. You 
are encouraged." Followed by the circle-A. 

People ask right away, "What's an Antenteo?" So I ex- 
plain to them that Antenteo is a Spanish word, and that they 
were the places in Spain, previous to the Franco dictatorship, 
where Anarchists young and old met for cultural events, 
reading and discussing, literacy etc. Obviously this leads to a 
discussion of Anarchism and its merits. And, because I am 
personable and friendly and do not lay any head trips on 
folks, then perhaps people say to themselves “This person is 
not necessarily a bomb thrower and I can talk with him." 
When I talk with people, I try to encourage dialogue with 
questions going back and forth. This is not always easy. For 
in our society we have been taught to dominate and win dis- 
cussions rather than listen and facilitate learning and commu- 
nication. I am still learning how to do this. Sometimes peo- 
ple truly hear me, and when they do I give them a reading 
list and some Anarchist literature. Most times they disagree 
with Anarchism. That's cool. Seeds have been planted, and I 
suspect that in the years ahead hard times can germinate those 
seeds in unseen ways! 

Another card that gets lots of attention is, "Is violence 
against wimmin a learned behaviour?" Now the answer to 
this among most of us is obviously "yes". But it encourages 
people to talk. It's interesting, but a good many of the people 
that have picked up on this have been men. One guy, a cor- 
porate business man in his 40s, has been devastated recently 
to find out that a boyhood friend, a millionaire four times o- 
ver, someone he admired, has been filming his 16 year-old 
daughter in "sex" scenes for distribution... So we talked a- 
bout the role of the 
media in encouraging 
pornography/exploit- 
ation rather than the 
beauty of eroticism 
between adults. I 
don't know how oth- 
er people feel, but it 
seems to that the so- 
called "sexual revolu- 
tion" has just led to 
more exploitation of 
wimmin and young 
people. And, given 
the capitalist-hier- 
archical structure of 
our society, that ain't 
no surprise "baby." 


page 19 


Recently I picked up in my cab a guy, hoarse voice, 
commodities trader. The image that comes to mind immedi- 
ately is the fast lane, drugs and sex for this guy. I was 
wrong. This man was a recovering alcoholic who, through 
being around a lot of loving folks, was learning to care about 
himself and others, especially wimmin. For, in his family as 
he grew up, he watched his Dad, an alcoholic, hurt his Mom 
real bad. It was these images of beatings, the screams of his 
Mom, the treating of her like a thing, a possession, that he 
was having trouble shaking. This man knew already too well 
the learned behaviour of men in our society to violate wim- 
min! 

It's raining here in Chicago. Normally I enjoy a gentle 
rain. But I feel no comfort. As the wipers of my car go back 
and forth, they make me meditative. Not today. The rain and 
wipers are a driving, relentless beat that focuses my attention 
on the faces I have seen of those who died recently in Waco, 
Texas. Those precious children with so many hopes. I want 
to vomit with rage! To strike back... upon my dashboard I 
have placed a card "People die in Waco, Texas. US govern- 
ment has excuses?" I want people to think. To feel. To plant 
a seed of revolt in peoples' hearts. As I talk with folks I am 
surprised. Some are critical of the FBI and the role of the 
government. As one corporate guy said after we went back 
and forth over the issue, "Keep the signs up." That made me 
feel good... I also had in my cab a guy with his wife from 
Fox Lake, Ill. She was a bartender and he a construction 
worker. Working folks going to party at “Butch Mcquires" 
"Rush street joint"... But they felt. They saw and knew that 
the government had screwed up. 

But, of course, there are the others. Those who want to 
stick their heads in the sand. Who want to believe the ready 
excuses of this US government and the culture it represents. 
A society that has unleashed its viciousness for 200+ years 
on the native peoples, the Africans, the people of the Philip- 
pines, the Vietnamese, the Iraqis and on and on... And now, 
as this US society be- 
comes more fragmented, 
and its people more de- 
pressed and disturbed, 
strange things begin to 
happen. The so called 
“White Americans," the 
"mainstream," search 
frantically for meaning 
in their lives, and be- 
come involved in cults, 
drugs, whatever. In their 
endless, desperate path 
toward what they hope 
will be some measure of 
happiness, they inevitab- 
ly come in conflict with 
the "almighty state"... a 
state, a culture of con- 
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Reading the social values from the plan: 1. New Delhi: British 
imperialism in India 2. Greenbelt, Md.: the disconnection of 
domestic and productive life 


trollers that is becoming increasingly alarmed that its "White 
Americans" just won't be satisfied... The Controllers must 
stop the rising dissent, for not to do so would in time reveal 
a truth, a truth that in time will become self-evident to all 
that this "Precious American System" is foul and inoperable!! 

So much for my anger. It helps a little bit to express it, 
but not much. The folks in Waco are still dead. And, as I 
talk with people, I try to point out: it is because of the nature 
of these all-powerful hierarchical institutions, be it the fam- 
ily, the school, the economic institutions, or the state that can 
lead to awful repression. And that very nature is that, once 
the wheels of power start turning, they will grind down 
whatever gets in their way... Theirs is a mind set, a culture, 
a rhythm of control that leads so-called “Good People" who 
are functionaries within the state to do terrible things. 
Throughout “history” we can see this... So people have said 
to me, "The FBI could have waited in Waco, Texas. They 
should have taken all the time in the world to get those chil- 
dren out safely." No way baby. 

Every state or institution of "power over" has its 
breaking point, where if it does not keep moving and con- 
trolling it will contradict its very nature and begin to frag- 
ment... I think we will see more Wacos in the years ahead. 
The velvet glove that for so long only came off when dealing 
with "people of colour" is now coming off more readily... 
Perhaps we who are European descended can begin to 
awaken to the desperate need for the social recreation of our 
culture to take place!! 

This process of talking with people and communicating 
the need for real social change is often frustrating, sometimes 
hopeful, but often sad, because I can feel the beauty of peo- 
ple and their opportunities for growth, if they only awaken 
and see. The time is very short in our society. The dev- 
astation that we have done and continue to do to Nature- 
Spirit is a ticking bomb that can do us in as a species... . 

I suspect there will come a time when those who think 

like us will either be in 


jail or underground. 
Some of us are al- 
ready... I worry about 


whether, when the strug- 
gle takes on a guerilla 
phase, you and I can 
keep our humanity and 
continue to grow and 
love. Or will we be con- 
sumed by bitterness and 
rage... But right now 
my role is to foster com- 
munication. To spread 
the beautiful seed of an- 
archist communism -- 
something that each of 
us can do!. 
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A Green Focus 


CASE Study is the newsletter of the Committee for a 
Sustainable Economy, a project initiated by Kick {t Over co- 
founder Don Alexander. The August issue consists of an es- 
say entitled For Greens: A Common Focus, by Dick Racey. 

In his essay, Racey explores a key aspect of the 
dilemma confronted by environmentalists in attempting to 
foster change -- namely, the dependence of most of us on 
private capital, and the impact it has on people's outlook. He 
describes what he calls "the Monster in Our Midst: the 
vested interest we have in our own destruction and that of 
our habitat." 

Beginning by tracing the origins of this dilemma back 
to the Enclosure Movement, which started during the 15th 
century and continued throughout the Industrial Revolution, 
he shows how the eviction of people from the lands where 
they lived and worked created an "incentive-directed" econ- 
omy. Workers be- 


Building the Co-op Movement 


Co-op Atlantic, a grouping of agricultural and con- 
sumer co-operatives in Canada's Maritime provinces, has 
adopted a new Mission Statement pledging to "extend co-op- 
erative values to all parts and sectors of our society and 
economy through the creation of an interdependent network 
of co-operative enterprises whose operations gain their vital- 
ity and business strength through the innovative application 
of co-operative values and principles." An article in Together 
magazine reports that the need to compete with underwaged 
workers in a global economy, and with multinational corpo- 
rations who can draw on the profits from a wide variety of 
holdings, is making co-ops realize that they must extend their 
activities from promoting their own form of co-op into devel- 
oping new kinds of co-ops, creating a diversified and mutu- 
ally supportive business system. 

Pointing out that while seven out of ten new co-ops fail 

in Britain due to a 


came slaves to ec- 
onomic necessity. 

Racey calls 
for the creation of 
"an alternative 
medium of ex- 
change, one en- 
tirely within our 
own control," and 
offers the LETS 
barter system as 
an example. 

"It's high 
time Greens began 
to see beyond the 


weak development 
system, five out 
of ten fail in 
France with a 
slightly better sys- 
tem, the article 
notes a success 
rate of 100% in 
Mondragon due to 
a sophisticated de- 
velopment system. 
Co-operatives 

need to offer their 
members the op- 
portunity to create 


disappearing 
trees... Sooner 


or later, they must address the roots of the problem: our vic- - 


timization by the historical processes of eviction and alien- 
ation. They must focus their... energies upon the enemy be- 
hind the scenes: The Monster in Our Midst -- and then work 
to liberate us from its tentacles. 

".., If Greens really wish to halt mankind's march to 
oblivion, they must one day focus their sights upon a com- 
mon objective: The RE-appropriation of the Means of Ex- 
change!" 

Dick Racey can be contacted directly at: Box 959, 
Schumacher ON PON 1G0. CASE Study is available for 
$10.00/year from: Don Alexander, 3209 West 3rd Ave., 
Vancouver BC V6K 1N5 (make cheques payable to Don 
Alexander). 
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a capital pool for 
local investment 
that meets community needs; to this end, some surpluses will 
have to be used instead of being returned to the members. 

The co-ops in Co-op Atlantic have 4,000 employees 
and sales of over $1 billion/year. Together with a large and 
strong credit union system, this represents a significant eco- 
nomic force in the region. At its 1991 annual meeting, Co-op 
Atlantic set out six objectives: integrated co-operative devel- 
opment; encouragement of local co-operative councils and 
the establishment of a regional co-operative development 
agency; the development of capital; the involvement of 
workers in co-op enterprises; protection of the environment; 
and a commitment to communication and education. To- 
gether is available for $15/year from: Ortuga Institute, PO 
Box 3683, Stn B, Calgary, AB, Canada T2M 4M4. 
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TALKING TO MEN 


This article is the transcript of a talk to the National 
Gathering of Men, November, 1992 in Toronto 


by June Larkin 

He came into my office, tossed the flyer on my desk and said, 
"I understand you have something to do with this." The flyer 
read “The OISE [The Ontario Institute for Studies in Educa- 
tion] Women's Caucus Against Sexual Harassment will be 
meeting Wednesday at 2:00. All women welcome.” When I 
acknowledged that I was the coordinator of this organization 
he pointed to the phrase "All women welcome" and said, "I 
find this offensive." He told me that he was also interested in 
equality issues and resented the fact that the meeting was 
open only to women. I responded, "Thank God, we've finally 
found someone to organize the men." He became very anx- 
ious and assured me that he "didn't have time to do that." 1 
asked him, then, if he had attended the events that our Cau- 
cus had organized for all members of the institute. He re- 
sponded that, no, he had not. He finally admitted that his re- 
sentment about the all woman meeting was not based on his 
concern about the issue but on the fact that he felt excluded. 


The need for women to have a space of their own is 
paramount in a society where the streets, politics, sports are- 
nas, and other public places have always been the domain 
of men. Women who enter these spaces do so at their own 
risk and in the face of much resistance. For example, we 
are constantly reminded that women who are attacked on 
the streets at night must take some responsibility for the as- 
sault because they failed to take the necessary precautions; 
that is, they dared to be there. 

In the case of our Sexual Harassment Caucus the 
women only meeting was essential for three reasons. First, 
because the institute had yet to hire a harassment advisor, 
there was no designated person to counsel women who 
were experiencing harassment. Our group provided a safe 
and supportive place where women could talk about their 
personal incidents of sexual harassment; something many 
would be hesitant to do in a mixed environment. 

I recall, for example, the dynamics of a sexual 
harassment workshop that was attended by both men and 
women. In our discussion group one woman began to 
speak about her personal experience of harassment. She 
was interrupted by some of the men who complained that 
all of this was very confusing for them; they now had to be 
so cautious in their interactions with women. The conver- 
sation became focused on how this woman's story affected 
the men and our need to understand the male perspective. 
No other woman spoke about her experience. The male fa- 
cilitator summarized the workshop by saying, "Just re- 
member women, this is hard for the guys, too." 


While it is important that both men and women are edu- 
cated about these issues, we must ensure that in educating 
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men we are not silencing women. 


The second reason that we needed to organize sepa- 
rately was to ensure our own safety. For example, one of our 
Caucus members wrote a letter to the plant manager at OISE 
requesting that the "pin-ups of nearly nude women's bodies 
in provocative positions" be removed from the walls of the 
printshop because they were offensive to women who had to 
enter that space. He responded with a letter thanking her for 
bringing this matter to his attention and assuring her that the 
pin-ups would be removed. However, she also received the 
following questionnaire, and was warned by various staff 
members that the men who had placed it in her mailbox were 
trying to locate her office. Apparently. these men resented 
the feminists’ invasion of "their territory." Concerned for her 
personal safety, she stopped working in the building in the 
evenings and on weekends. To this day we have no idea how 
these men discovered that she was the author of the letter. If 
our meetings had been open to both men and women there 
was no guarantee that the men who had sent the questionnaire 
(or those with similar perspectives) would not attend, com- 
promising the safety of our female members. 

When I present this questionnaire as one example of the 
misogynist language that is routinely directed against 


APPLICATION FOR A DATE 


ADDRESS 
PROVINCE 


PANTY SIZE 
. SUCK? . . . HOW OFTEN?. . 


ALL NIGHT? . . 
IF NOT, HOW LATE? ..... 
PUSSY SIZE: SMALL... - » LARGE ... EXTRA... 
WHAT SIZE DICK DO YOU LIKE? SHORT? . . .SLENDER? . . .FAT?. . 
WHEN HAVING INTERCOURSE, DO YOU: FAINT. . FART... SHIT. . 
WHAT FASHION OF FUCKING DO YOU LIKE? TOP. .SIDE...BACK.. 
CROSSWAYS .. . 
WHEN YOU COME, DO YOU SOB... 


. IF NO WHY NOT?.. 
IF YOU HAVE BEEN FUCKED BEFORE, PLEASE GIVE REFERENCES: 


WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED THIS FORM, PLEASE RETURN TO BEARER FOR 


IMMEDIATE ACTION. I TRUST YOU ARE SIXTEEN OR OLDER! 
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women, I insist on reading every word. Many people find 
this practice disturbing; one or two questions, they claim, is 
enough to make the point. But it is important that men, in 
particular, hear the comments and the threats that are part of 
women's everyday lives because these words are seldom 
made public. Ironically, women are often restricted from re- 
peating the very language to which we are frequently accused 
of overreacting. 

For example, in their book MisEducation: Women and 
Canadian Universities (1988, Toronto, OISE Press) Anne 
Dagg and Patricia Thompson have included a blank page that 
had originally included misogynist graffiti that was found on 
university walls. In their words, "Even though women 
experience such visual violence every day, the publisher was 
advised that to print the truth would. be politically too 
insensitive. Therefore the graffiti has been censored." (Dagg 
& Thompson, 1988, p. 96.) In the same vein, a United States 
newspaper received complaints about a story on sexual ha- 
rassment in high schools because the reporter had included 
the crude language that was used against the girls. The read- 
ers’ protests were concerned with the inappropriateness of 
publishing such vulgar language; there was no outrage about 
the use of this language against the young women. In my 
own study on the sexual harassment experiences of female 
students, I found that many students failed to report harass- 
ing comments because they could not bear to repeat them. 
Telling your teacher about male students’ requests to give 
them blow-jobs, or a male student's threat that he will “stick 
his dick up your ass so hard you won't be able to breath” if 
you continue to disagree with him, is perhaps more difficult 
for a 16 year-old than it is for older women who, unfortu- 
nately, have become all too familiar with these kind of com- 
ments. 


Women need to organize separately so we have a safe place 
to discuss, without risk of censorship, the abusive behaviour 
we have experienced. When, then, we come together in 
mixed-group settings, the first task of men should be to hear 
in a non-censored, non-defensive way women's stories of 
abuse -- the stories that are so often considered too offensive 
to be made public. 


The third reason our Caucus was open to women only 
was our belief that men need to organize themselves. While 
we welcomed the opportunity to liaison with those men who 
wished to address this issue, we did not believe it was our re- 
sponsibility to do the organizing for them. I am reminded of 
the men who protested their exclusion from some of the 
memorial services that followed the Montréal Massacre. 
Certainly, considering the event that had just taken place, 
women's reluctance to grieve in a mixed-group setting was 
understandable. But more to the point, there was nothing to 
stop men from organizing their own service, as many did. It 
is aggravating to have men join in once the groundwork has 
been completed and then be praised for their sensitivity to the 
issues while the women who have been the primary organiz- 
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ers of events are seldom acknowledged. 

I recall the story of one female student who was an- 
noyed about men who insisted on joining groups organized 
by women rather then taking the initiative to organize them- 
selves. She posted flyers all over her academic institute ad- 
vertising a meeting for men who wished to address the prob- 
lem of violence against women. The turnout was over- 
whelming and the men all waited patiently for the organizer 
of the meeting to call the group to order. When no person 
surfaced (because, of course, the flyer had been distributed 
by a woman) a few men volunteered to chair the meeting and 
the group did eventually get off the ground. 


If men are truly interested in issues of violence against 
women, it is essential that you organize yourselves. If this is 
not the case, we as women must necessarily be wary of your 
motives. Are you genuinely concerned about this problem, or 
are you merely looking for the applause that will inevitably 
accompany your involvement? Are you there to censor our 
discussion? Or are you, as was the man who entered my of- 
fice, merely disturbed because you feel excluded? 


In the context of my opening story J have outlined 
some of the dos and do nots for men who wish to organize 
around these issues. I summarize them here: 
1. Do support women's need to organize separately. 
2. Do understand if we are sometimes wary of your inten- 
tions. 
3. Do begin your work in this area by listening to women's 
stories. There can be no dialogue until you understand our 
experience, 
4. Do try to think about issues of violence from a woman's 
perspective. It is your perspective that has dictated our lives, 
5. Do acknowledge the source of your knowledge when you 
speak about issues pertaining to women. It is discouraging to 
hear men espouse feminist philosophies and perspectives 
without referencing the women who have struggled for so 
long to be heard. 
6. Do organize yourselves. In doing so you can begin to 
challenge the behaviour of other men and begin to develop 
liaisons with women. 
And finally: 
7. Do recognize how difficult it is to do this work -- but do 
not give up. For years women have struggled to make their. 
way down the long and arduous road to equality. We know it 
is a slow and painful process. For those of you who are 
willing to embark upon this journey -- brace yourselves -- 
you're in for a rocky ride. l 

Bon voyage! I hope to see you en route. 


June Larkin teaches at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education and is coordinator of the OISE Women's Caucus 
Against Sexual Harassment. She is currently examining the 
sexual harassment experiences of elementary and high school 
girls and is developing educational resources for teachers, 
students and administrators. 
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HUMAN ECOLOGY 
& 
COMMUNITY POLITICS 


by Values and Vision 

Values & Vision is an example of a small, unstructured, 
multi-purpose, independent group of equals (SUMIGE), 
founded in London, England in 1991. They meet regularly 
every 4-6 weeks to discuss activities around various issues of 
concern to the members. Their hope is to see an informal 
network of SUMIGEs develop (there are two similar groups 
in the London area), and perhaps a regional gathering to 
discuss ideas and movement-building. V&V believes in effec- 
tive inter-group communication, though "action needs to be 
local, regional and autonomous." This article is an edited 
version of a pamphlet issued by V&V in January, 1993. They 
can be contacted at: Values and Vision, 3 Hinchinbrook 
House, Greville Road, London NW6 SUP, England. 


We need something new -- a workable political and 
personal alternative that is so well worked out, so convincing 
and structured, that people cease to feel the need to fall back 
on political parties or denominational churches. 

"Socialism" used to mean something important. The 
word was first used in this country in 1829 by Owenite co- 
operators to signify an alternative to laissez faire competitive 
individualism. It did not involve the State. In the 1880s, So- 
cialism was redefined in terms of managerial Fabianism or 
dogmatic Marxism, to both of which the State was central. 
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With the loss of its commiunity/co-operative substance, So- 
cialism slowly died. Its resuscitation is unlikely. 

The idea that was foregone a hundred years ago was 
human ecology: its creative substance and its political end- 
product, the autonomous community. Ecology is the study of 
organisms in relation to their environment. Our human envi- 
ronment starts with other people That we are social animals 
arises out of our dependency as children, the division of 
labour between the sexes and age groups, and the fact of 
cultural inheritance made possible by the inventions of sym- 
bolic forms -- music, dance, language, colour, design, ritual 
and tradition -- all exemplars of group activity. 

We are also individuals capable of insight, imagination, 
choice and personal intent. As we wrestle with unsolved 
problems, our individuality comes into constant conflict with 
our social being, in the family, the group, the community, 
the tribe, the nation, and the species. At huge cost both to 
people and to the environment we are finding out what not to 
do. 


Partial Answers 


Since the end of the Second World War, we have pro- 
duced a long series of partial answers, 
most of them of a technical order, but 
central problems remain unsolved -- the re- 
cession, the underclass, ethnic divisions, 
North-South relations, inflation, violence, 
crime, drugs, AIDS and the deeper person- 
al/spiritual problems: What is the "good 
life" and how to live it. 

In the West, the very feasibility of 
international war has been ended by weap- 
ons of mass destruction, but in the wake of 
collapsed empires, regional and ethnic 
wars and conflicts multiply rather than di- 
minish. The USA armed the Soviet Union 
“ons. to death but may well have done the same 
to itself. We shall see. 

Stuck with the essentially flawed no- 
tion of the "historic role of the working 
class" and that of "vanguard parties," the 
sectarian left has destroyed itself and has 
nothing to offer. Because they believe the 
political world begins and ends at West- 
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minster, even the most radical of parliamentarians have 
proved incapable of building a movement in the country. 
Front bench bipartisanship means that public opinion is ill- 
informed and indifferent. 

With a few honourable exceptions, the libertar- 
ian/anarchist movement resolutely replays the 19th century: 
Proudhon, Bakunin, Kropotkin and Malatesta, filling the 
gaps with bits of Karl Marx. The other libertarian tradition -- 
that of Winstanley, Paine, Godwin, Blake, Nietzsche, Tol- 
stoy, Lawrence, Gandhi and Brailsford -- is still widely dis- 
counted, to our massive disadvantage. 

Feminism and ecology have been the great hopes of the 
last twenty-five years. Now they are partly hanged with their 
own petards: Feminism by radical separatism, and by a New 
Age worship of Gaia -- when Gaia, a scientific idea dreamt 
up by James Lovelock, was conceived as a way of seeing the 
Earth holistically as a self-regulating entity; Ecology by a 
similar retreat into the occult, and by identification with 
Westminster party politics, thus discounting green, decen- 
tralized activity and structures. 


The Present 


How is it that, with countless people doing excellent 
work, the situation overall gets worse and worse? There have 
to be faults deep down. 

To take a case in point -- the recession. It may well be 
that, within present rules, it will not end. Moved by compe- 
tition and unit costs, employers everywhere want more pro- 
duction with fewer workers and electronics makes that possi- 
ble. Thus unemployment is built into the system. The only 
way out is to change the rules and the values: work-sharing; 
a reduced working week; community enterprises; back-to- 
the-land; and a re-evaluation of the nature of the work itself. 
Work done for love is still work. Often it is preferable to 
damaging work done for purposes of obtaining money or im- 
posing power. We have equated work with paid employment 
-- a fatal mistake. But there is no sign of change in high 
places. Do we have to wait for trauma? How much unem- 
ployment or useless and counter-productive employment can 
we take before something snaps? Must Los Angeles come to 
London, Liverpool and Leeds? 


At The Deeper Level 


The locomotive put an end to the stage-coach and a 
whole era passed away. Something similar is happening again 
today, but we are so close to it that it is difficult to stand 
back and see it. Human assumptions and institutions, like or- 
ganisms, have life-cycles. They come to an end. 

1. The older generation was brought up to take empires for 
granted -- nearly every European country had one. Now they 
have all gone; the last was Russia in 1991. The extra-ordi- 
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nary significance and consequences of this change have yet to 
become apparent. The substance of five hundred years of the 
nation state and empire has suddenly departed, but the mili- 
tary and industrial complex, with its very existence at stake, 
refuses to accept it. We hang on to Trident, the European 
Fighter Aircraft, the arms trade and delusions of grandeur 
that constitute "the blocked society." Yet, if we don't break 
with a dead past, that past will break us. The blinkers are 
still on. 
2. Market-led pragmatism is failing. The US is crumbling 
and heading for a nameless future. As in the late Soviet 
Union, the State-led centralized command economy has ruled 
itself out. The social market of the European Community is 
the most likely of current options, and the EC may have to 
bail Britain out if the US threatens to take us down too. So 
long as money and the market exist, every economic system, 
including the most co-operative, will be some variety of cap- 
italism. It is of the nature of that variety which we need to 
make a study. The market, money values, supply and de- 
mand all depend on the law or scarcity, and it is that law 
which now is under threat from surplus. The EC has just or- 
dained that 15% of arable land shall be withdrawn from pro- 
duction in order to preserve scarcity. Industry is threatened 
by glut. Shops are having sales all the year round. But, in- 
stead of regarding surplus as delivery from materialism, we 
are told it is a threat to be fought by turning the clock back! 
House prices continue to slide and we are asked to believe 
that this is terrible, yet the government has allowed land val- 
ues to multiply sevenfold since the sixties! It never happened 
in Germany. An essential clue to dealing with surplus is to 
reduce prices and increase consumption -- shocking thought! 
To economists, the house-wife and mother is a non-per- 
son. Yet the value of her work, properly assessed as part of 
GNP, would rate massively; and this is true of all other un- 
paid work. All of us spend as much time in the gift economy 
as we do in the market. There is no reason why we should 
not shift the balance between the two, and work for living, 
the art and the joy of it, rather than for money. The time is 
coming when we shall have to dethrone the market economy 
because it is breaking up all round us, and invent a new hu- 
man accountancy in which money is only one factor, and a 
declining one at that. 
3. Religiously (ie.- personally) we have lost our sense of the 
importance of the sacred. The goal posts have not been 
moved -- they have been removed. Values that have counted 
for centuries, such as truthfulness, honesty, integrity, free- 
dom, justice, good faith, community, loyalty, trust, imagi- 
nation, and even good manners have all been pushed towards 
the margins of awareness, and we need their restoration. 
Selfhood has taken over, and the ethical result is disastrous. 
The world tends to become a fiddle in which anything goes. 
4. Philosophically, the scientific empiricism of the last 450 
years has nearly worked itself out. Yet the dualism it engen- 
dered (the split of the head and the heart, the elevation of 
quantities above qualities, the reduction of the arts to the 
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level of decoration and entertainment) is still with us. Re- 
dress requires counter-attack by the humanities -- history, 
anthropology, philosophy, psychology and all the arts. This 
is not to put science down, but to redress the balance holisti- 
cally. 


The Ground to be Cleared 


A critical area of backwardness is political -- it con- 
cerns the way in which we are governed, and since much of 
politics turns on obtaining and spending taxes, it is also fi- 
nancial. From the Norman Conquest to the 19th century, it 
was assumed that politics was the exclusive prerogative of 
the propertied classes. The Monarchy, the Lords and Com- 
mons, the Cabinet, the Judiciary, the Armed Forces, the 
Civil Service and Local Government, the Church of England, 
Oxford, Cambridge and the Public (in North America, pri- 
vate) Schools -- the whole machinery of State and the com- 
plex class system it sanctioned and defends -- hung together 
in the Great Chain of Being, blessed by God himself. Every- 
one knew her or his place. 

All this started to crumble a long time ago, when 
Henry VIII sold off the land of the monasteries and later, 
when the Puritan revolution temporarily put an end to the 
Monarchy, the Lords and the Church of England. But the 
new landed classes of gentry and yeomanry restored the sys- 
tem to please themselves, inventing the sovereignty of Par- 
liament in the process. It lasted until the new working and 
middle-classes produced by the industrial revolution wanted 
free trade, democracy and the landed classes out of the way. 
The Benthamites, with their Poor Law Amendment Act of 
1834, launched the terror of the Workhouse and invented the 
“two nations." By 1886, the new industrial, commercial, 
professional middle classes had taken over and trade union- 
ism was established. 

This produced a strange anomaly. Our political institu- 
tions were designed for the few. Essentially they were clubs. 
There was no way in which they might accommodate the 
many, but the many were clamouring for admission. Some 
had to be allowed in. Ever since the Normans, the English 
establishment has had a genius for bending before the wind 
in order not to be broken by it. The strategic retreat in the 
19th century conceded adult male suffrage, the secret ballot, 
equal constituencies and a host of social reforms in housing, 
health and education. But what they gave with one hand they 
took back with the other. The Public Schools were massively 
reformed to produce a new elite who then entered the Civil 
Service by newly designed competitive examinations. Mili- 
tary Colleges were invented. Power was passed from West- 
minster to Whitehall, where to this day it remains in the 
hands of the Permanent Secretaries and their staffs. Politi- 
cians are suitably tied down by the system. An elaborate 
system of deference geared up to the Royal Family keeps the 
show on the road, where it will stay until it breaks up from 
within because it can no longer deliver. 
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The people are encouraged to vote every four or five 
years, and go home leaving government and their fate to their 
masters. A few grammar school pupils are allowed to become 
prime minister -- Harold Wilson, Edward Heath, James 
Callaghan, Margaret Thatcher and John Major -- it all helps 
the image, and others like them are creamed off from the 
brightest sons and daughters of the lower orders to inject 
some new blood. 

Engineers, the makers of modern Britain, get treated 
like dirt, and in industrial training we are at the bottom of 
the league of industrial powers. Capital that ought to be go- 
ing into industry leaves these shores by the billion every 
year. Pre-industrial values in high places mean that Britain is 
out-of-date and out-of-the-race. Having been obliged to make 
a new start after 1945, the Germans and Japanese have 
walked away with the prizes. 


From Theory to Practice 


A new structure will be created by a new method. The 
old leaders-and-led structure arose from military, state and 
church organizations -- all top-down. The new method is, 
and has to be, the other way round. Of their nature people 
are creative and can organize themselves in small local, 
functional groups with good communications, yielding self 
and social liberation. Hierarchy not only contains, it crushes 
creativity. We can release it. 

For the past thirty years, we have organized in groups 
and networks. The trouble has been their short-lived charac- 
ter. They have usually been provoked by some single social 
or environmental abuse. This was never good enough. We 
need groups based on the vision of a different kind of society 
and a different way of life. "(People were) made for joy and 
woe," not only for struggling with the problems of material- 
ism and violence, horrendous though they may be. Convivi- 
ality, friendship and mutual support do not require justifica- 
tion beyond themselves. 

For sustainability, groups need to be embryonic forms 
of the future we need and want for everybody -- where ev- 
eryone counts. They need to be small, unstructured, multi- 
purpose, independent groups of equals (SUMIGE). That 
means from four to about a dozen people with no limit to 
agendas, subject only to the limits of the talents and interests 
of the members; all sharing in the responsibilities involved 
(ie.- no officers beyond convener and host; all answerable 
only to each other, not to some external command; enjoying 
equal and mutual respect -- the transcending of class and ar- 
bitrariness). If this means some hand-picking then so be it; 
no paper members, no passengers; regular meetings perhaps 
once a month or as evolves naturally; good person-to-person 
communication between sessions and the circulation of pa- 
pers, documentation, publications and an internal newsletter. 
It is the old “affinity group" idea, revamped and making for 
permanence. It also means that some individual has to make a 
start. 
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Bibliography for three ways of life today 


We need scores, then hundreds, then thousands of such 
groups. They can be created from scratch, as was the case for 
Values and Vision, or they can burgeon from the present 
complex of active groups and publications working on social 
and environmental issues in this country and around the 
world. 

There are three million volunteers in London alone in 
30,000 organizations with 10,000 paid staff. The mysterious 
phenomenon "public opinion" is central to all our activity. It 
is always on the move anyway, and sometimes it moves 
backwards. It will respond to creative insights, imagination 
and example (action), and between ourselves and public 
opinion are the media -- from the countless newsletters, pa- 
pers and journals within the movement, to the local, regional 
and national press, radio and TV. Regionalism is our greatest 
unknown territory waiting to be opened up. 


Alternative Structures 


If we are to live differently, we need to see the pro- 
cesses of which we are part, to locate our roots and to see 
how we got from there to here. The green movement is all 
too unaware of the wealth of its own past: there are tribal 
origins, classical and medieval turning points, John Evelyn's 
design of St. James's Park (as the answer to smog), Chelsea 
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FROM COMMUNITAS/PAUL AND PERCIVAL GOODMAN 


and Kew Gardens, Cobbet's defence of a people's agricul- 
ture, Blake's and Coleridge's challenge to dualism and mate- 
rialism, William Morris's and Edward Carpenter's philoso- 
phy of work, the new thinkers of the new towns, Sir George 
Stapledon's Human Ecology and Murray Bookchin's Social 
Ecology -- and that is the barest of outlines. 

It is now beyond reasonable doubt that we face major 
crises. In the end, we shall need to give substance to people 
power. Its sources are all round us, and we are part of them. 
We can start to act accordingly. 

We have to start at the beginning -- to get our founda- 
tions right. The hand-to-mouth activity of "protest" was right 
for the sixties, but it was self-limiting by always being 
against something. The question for the nineties is: "What 
are we for?" When large numbers of us are organized cre- 
atively on the human scale, with all the necessary channels of 
communication, the bad old leaders-and-led days will be 
over. We shall be becoming a self-conscious, self-directing 
free society. 


Greening The Greens 
We have now had some twenty-five years of "green" 


thinking and campaigning, and some of it has even got 
through to Governments, industry and commerce. The reason 
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its advance has now slowed down is its own self-limitation. 
Essentially, it is a body of ideas and policies concerned with 
the physical and organic environment; yet the human/social 
dimension, just as amenable to ecological treatment, has not 
yet been incorporated. When Greens got round to politics, 
they fell in line with the old order -- that of parliamentary 
politics of central government. There is nothing "green" 
about that. In Britain and Germany in particular, the result 
has been the virtual collapse of Green Parties. The challenge, 
therefore, is to design and create a distinctive green political 
identity. 

Competitive individualism and power politics would 
make loners of us all. Instead of being people, human beings 
in our own right, we become consumers, statistical units, 
obedient servants or slaves to the system. The casualties in- 
clude the extended family, local government, the community 
and language itself, which is bent into the idiom of confor- 
mity. The vital spark of the human genius (the thing which 
distinguishes us from the primates) is in danger of suffoca- 
tion. 

Eventually the situation can only become unbearably 
top-heavy. Our prime ministers and presidents get so locked 
into power relationships, and so removed from the reality on 
the ground, that they themselves are immobilized and inca- 
pable of action other than that which makes matters worse. 


The Alternative 


The feminist movement has provided the essential clue 
-- that the personal is political, We start from the way in 
which we relate to each other. The alternative, therefore, is 
not about power, wealth and production -- it is about com- 
munication. Communication is optimized when it takes place 
on an equal person-to-person basis, when listening is as im- 
portant as talking. This cannot happen in any power-based, 
leader-and-led situation. 

Communication requires the association of two or more 
people in a context which does not require a mediator in the 
form of money, or the arbitrary intervention of any third 
party. It calls for plenty of time in which to speak and to lis- 
ten, to read and to write. It can only happen in a small 
group. As this is true and is demonstrable from personal ex- 
perience, it follows that if the truth is to be sought and acted 
upon, the social and political foundations of society are to be 
found (a) in the individual's involvement in multiple small 
groups in which she or he can find proper self-expression and 
(b) the association of such groups in such a fashion that 
nothing is beyond their remit. This means the creation of 
groups and networks of such a character and of such a scale 
as ultimately can deal with every problem which political so- 
ciety, ie.- government, is called upon to face. This is a cre- 
ative task for which we have no precedent. Suddenly it has 
become both feasible and imperative, because of the redun- 
dancy of war in the West. In internal terms, wars -- the 
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products of empires ever since civilization began -- have been 
left behind. We have just witnessed the end of empires in the 
West. Conjointly, international war has become redundant on 
account of weapons of mass destruction against which there 
is no defence. 

War has always been the mandate of central govern- 
ment, and with its departure it becomes possible for the first 
time to re-think government on international, regional and 
community lines. This is what is now happening -- we are 

moving into a Europe of the Regions. There are, of course, 
many who want to retain the old order, and nothing yet is fi- 
nally resolved. 

The green expectation is that the old order will collapse 
of its own accord because it has no answers. We have seen 
this happen in Eastern Europe. There were no “revolutions." 
Six Soviet satellites dissolved, followed by the Soviet Union 
itself. Their tragedy was that they had no concept of people- 
power ready for when it came to the crunch. It is in that re- 
spect exactly that we have to be different. 
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We are an editorial collective dedicated to elab- 
orating the fullest range of possibilities under anarchy, 
and to investigating new ways to invigorate the anars 
presence in North America, We bope to collect essays, bib- 
liographies, addresses and other resources which detail an 
array of practical strategies and tactics and sensibilities 
that include but are not limited to: 
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a call to form 


A Cor 


ission on Peoples' 


by Gary Moffatt 

The purpose of this article is to propose a Commission 
on Peoples’ Economics, similar in scope and method to the 
Peoples' Food Commission which operated in Canada in the 
early 1980s. If some individuals. or organizations respond to 
the proposal, I'm ready to go to work on it. Although my 
remarks are addressed specifically to the situation in Canada, 
I expect that, with local modifications, they would apply 
equally well to that of any industrialized country. 

The Peoples’ Food Commission was a non-govern- 
mental project of volunteers who came together to study all 
aspects of food production and distribution. It held hearings 
in various Canadian cities, listened to statements by any in- 
terested group or individual, and issued a well-thought-out 
report explaining what is wrong with the present system of 
producing and distributing food in Canada. As a result of its 
work, Canadians have -- or know where they can obtain -- 
the information needed to argue for reform or revolution in 
the food industry. This information might have previously 
existed in a scattered form, as do the answers to any of the 
questions an Economic Commission should consider, but the 
Food Commission brought it together and made it accessible. 
Alas, the report failed to propose any course of action for 
rectifying the situation, and as the Commission then dis- 
banded there was no follow-up to its work. The Economic 
Commission which I propose would use the same process of 
hearings to create a report, but the report would be seen as 
only the first step in its operations. After studying means of 
creating an economic system which would serve the needs of 
the people instead of the corporations, the Commission 
would seek to create a consensus among the Canadian left as 
to how to work together to attain this goal, or failing that to 
give each segment of the left the background information it 
needs to form and argue its position. 

Unfortunately, there is no particular body to which I 
am in a position to make this proposal. I feel that the entire 
left -- anarchist, Marxist, liberal, social democrat or what- 
ever -- is presently mired in paralysis for lack of any effec- 
tive social analysis or strategy. Its efforts in recent years have 
all gone into fighting rear-guard actions against the actions of 
rightwing governments, instead of proposing and trying to 
implement its own program. Most of its energies go towards 
either protest or efforts to ameliorate the hardships being im- 
posed on a particular group of people -- natives, AIDS vic- 
tims, prisoners, gays, victims of racist attacks, etc. This 
work is likely necessary, but it will not solve the basic prob- 
lems which create their plight in the first place. As for 
protest, it did make certain achievements in the 60s, notably 
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keeping the US from nuking Hanoi, largely because it caught 
off guard an establishment which had maintained our com- 
placency through two world wars and a depression, and ex- 
pected to do so indefinitely. Now, however, those with 
power have learned how to deal with protest and any gains it 
can make in future will be miniscule unless it is backed by 
other forms of action. 

The left doesn't really know what it wants, much less 
how to get there. Those who envisualize a strong central 
government acting in the peoples' interests are confounded 
by the consistent betrayals of all "reformers" who attain 
power by making such promises, be they Marxist, liberal or 
social democrat. Those who favour a decentralized society 
based on networking of small communities are frustrated be- 
cause most people don't really want to take responsibility for 
running their own lives, and those who do usually wind up 
bickering about how quickly we should try to move in that 
direction. While the left debates and agonizes over means of 
attaining its goals, those of the right are steadily being im- 
plemented. When we come to oppose such policies as the 
globalized economy (represented in North America by "free 
trade" agreements among Canada, the US and Mexico) and 
balancing of national budgets by reducing social programs, 
we usually lack the detailed economic information needed to 
make our arguments effective. 


Farewell Middle Class 


The right, by contrast, knows exactly what it is work- 
ing to obtain, and has since 1980 moved society a long way 
in this direction. Basically, it wants a two-tier society with 
the upper tier enjoying all the luxury that money and tech- 
nology can produce, while the lower lives in unrelenting 
poverty as its members fight each other for temporary jobs at 
minimum wages. Those who stand in the way of maximized 
profits, be they freedom fighters, native tribes, slum children 
or whatever, will be ruthlessly slaughtered. The middle class 
will not be entirely eliminated -- the upper class still need 
experts to repair their cars, maintain their health and teach 
their children -- but it is being drastically reduced in both 
numbers and influence. 

This change in our social order is at least equal in mag- 
nitude to the rise of the middle class which commerce made 
possible with the rise of the nation state (15th-17th cen- 
turies). It is happening at this point because the elite can now 
afford to dispense with the middle class. Earlier, Henry Ford 
realized that his assembly line would only work if the work- 
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ers had enough money to buy the product, wages were raised 
so that workers could buy consumer goods, the working day 
was shortened to give the workers time to consume them, and 
the cheap production which a starving work force makes 
possible was relegated to the Third World. Once they began 
to enjoy the material comforts of the middle class, workers 
began to adopt middle class attitudes and lifestyles. Now, 
however, technology and population growth have expanded 
the numbers of the elite class to where it is profitable to pro- 
duce luxury goods just for themselves and a reduced profes- 
sional class. Moreover, some of the underpaid poor can still 
be induced to buy unneeded luxuries, often at the expense of 
necessities -- tobacco and Coca Cola, for instance, can be 
marketed more profitably in the third world than to increas- 
ingly sophisticated workers in industrial countries. 

Personally I won't miss the middle class much; its gob- 
bling consumerism and sterile family culture seemed highly 
unattractive. However, if its vacuum is to be filled by an all- 
powerful ruling class bent on mass murder and environmental 
rape and a servile proletariat to whom jobs are the only item 
of political importance, we may soon wish that we had it 
back. 


Questions That Need Answers 


One reason the right has been able to foist its agenda on 
society is its success in playing off employment needs against 
environmental concerns. This has been dramatically demon- 
strated during the past summer by the daily confrontations of 
the residents of Tofino and Ucluelet, BC, over the fate of an 
old-growth forest in their vicinity. Canada's best-known 
environmentalist, David Suzuki, fell into this mode recently 
when, speaking to a Toronto audience during the Canadian 
election campaign, he criticized all the contending parties for 
focusing on employment rather than environmental concerns, 
implying that they should do the reverse. Until unionists and 
environmentalists can agree on an agenda, their ability to 
work together will be minimal. To do this, they must reject 
the suggestions of Suzuki and others that "economics" is a 
dirty word and at best irrelevant, and set out to find means of 
making economics work for the people instead of the corpo- 
rations. 

There are really two sets of questions to be addressed. 
One is dealt with in the "Values and Vision" article which 
appears elsewhere in this issue. Do we wish to accept its as- 
sumption that the present capitalist system will destroy itself, 
and that the best way to survive the ensuing chaos is to have 
small autonomous groups ready to step in and create a mon- 
eyless regional government? Do we wish to accept the anti- 
thetical view that we cannot begin to create a conserver soci- 
ety until we have argued a majority of the populace into our 
way of thinking? Or do we wish to put our energies into 
transforming the present system into one that would work? 
The second set of questions, some of which are identified in 
the remainder of this article, mostly presuppose the latter op- 
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tion, though they do include the option of creating an alter- 
native economy while the present structure is still operating. 

The only way out is to demonstrate that preserving 
what's left of our environment is not incompatible with 
maintaining employment, and this will require more research . 
and thought than anyone on the left has, to my knowledge at 
least, thus far provided. How much of our remaining forests, 
water, minerals, etc. needs to be preserved if Canada is seri- 
ously committed to environmental protection? How many 
jobs will be lost if Canada commits itself to such mainte- 
nance? For what can these workers be retrained, and who 
will pay for it? Are there in fact other employment areas for 
them that are not already overcrowded? Can more jobs be 
created? If not, how can we persuade workers to work fewer 
days for less money, so that everyone can earn less money, 
and protect their basic living standards in the process? Is 
there any hope of persuading governments and corporations 
to adopt job-creating and work-sharing strategies, or must we 
rely on creating an alternative economy? In the latter case, 
how much help can we get from existing models such as co- 
operative networks and community development projects? 

A related group of questions, separate but closely re- 
lated, confronts us as Canadians when we consider our re- 
sponse to the global economy, promoted by the right. First, 
we must try to calculate whether the jobs lost by free trade 
agreements exceed the number that would be lost vis-a-vis a 
protectionist US if we declined such agreements, Is free trade 
really a Bad Thing, or could it work to our advantage if the 
items traded were made by worker co-ops instead of multi- 
national corporations -- if so, how do we bring this about? If 
we want more trade, what are the relative advantages of pacts 
with the US (which many perceive as declining) and multi- 
polar pacts with as many parts of the world as possible? 
What are the likely consequences, short and long term, of 
abandoning Canadian self-sufficiency in food production? Is 
it possible or desirable for Canada to be economically self- 
reliant? To the extent that we seek self-sufficiency, should 
we concentrate on a national, provincial, local or bioregional 
area to attain it? How many of our natural resources should 
we agree to export? Again, can we persuade or force the 
Canadian state to do what is necessary, or must we create al- 
ternative institutions for this purpose, and if so how? 

If we conclude that our only hope of survival lies in 
creation of an alternative economy, how do we go about cre- 
ating one? Several articles in issues of KIO and similar publi- 
cations have offered various prescriptions for starting to 
move society towards small interactive groups that depend on 
the resources of their own region for their survival. Basi- 
cally, all these proposals involve groups of people banding 
together to fill some basic economic need, and from there 
branching out and networking so that more and more of their 
needs are met by local activity rather than dependence on 
state or corporations. Some of our articles and Paths To So- 
cial Change reports have described instances of this working, 
from co-ops to peoples' kitchens to buyers’ clubs that service 
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thousands of people. And, of course, there's always Mon- the left have their answers to all these questions, but usually 
dragon (why, after all these years, is there just one Mon- they are based on assumptions rather than a solid factual 
dragon?). We must ask why only a very small percentage of background. 
the people who could benefit from such projects have been A Peoples’ Economic Commission could bring together 
involved in attempts to create them. the information which would enable the left to formulate and 
There are, of course, many more questions than the promote its own agenda, instead of putting all its energy into 
above sampling that need to be asked. For instance, there is reacting to that of the right. I would like to hear from any 
the matter of an independent culture for English Canada; group or individual interested in this or some similar form of 
must it continue to depend on government largess for its sur- action (I can be reached via K/Q). I'd also like to hear about 
vival, or are there other routes? And there is the whole ques- any research relevant to such questions as those cited above 
tion of the effect French Canadian separation would have on with which any other readers are familiar. 
its economy and that of Canada as a whole. Most people on 
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Leonard Peltier 


On July 7,1993, the US Eighth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals handed down its decision to deny Leonard Peltier a new 
trial. For further information, or to contribute to the ongoing 
defence work, contact: International Leonard Peltier De- 
fence Committee, PO Box 583, Lawrence, KS 66044, 
USA. In Canada: Canadian Leonard Peltier Defence 
Committee, 43 Chandler Drive, Scarborough, ON MIG 
1Z1. 


No Nukes 


The No Nukes in Asia Forum held in Tokyo on June 
27 issued a statement calling on: 
- Japan to stop promoting the utilization of plutonium and 
abandon its plutonium program, thus proving that Japan is 
not contributing to nuclear proliferation. 
- North and South Korea to permit mutual inspection of their 
nuclear capabilities. 
- Japan to abandon plans to export nuclear power plants to 
Indonesia, Taiwan, China and Thailand. 
- Koreans, the Yami people of the Orchard Island in Taiwan 
and Japanese opposed to nuclear projects and disposal of ra- 
dioactive waste in their area to continue their efforts. 
- Each country in Asia to adopt an energy policy not relying 
on nuclear power generation. 
- Japanese companies Mitsubishi Kasei and Asian Rare Earth 
to accept their culpability for careless disposal of radioactive 
waste in Malaysia, compensate the victims, restore the local 
environment and withdraw their appeal to the court. 
- Grassroots citizens’ solidarity to prevent’ nuclear weapons 
development, radioactive materials mining, and other nu- 
clear-related activities in the Asian region, and to phase out 
all nuclear power generation as soon as possible. 
Reported in The ACTivist, 736 Bathurst Street, Toronto, 
ON MSS 2R4, Canada. 


Earth First! Prisoner 


Mark Davis, one of the Arizona 5 monkeywrenchers, is 
in desperate need of financial support. With 2 years left in 
his 50-month sentence, he is feeling somewhat abandoned 
after agreeing to the all-or-nothing plea bargain that his co- 
defendants felt was necessary. To contribute financially, 
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- THE - GLOBAL - VILLAGE : THE ` GLOB 


look at the world around us 


contact: John Riordan, HC 29, Box 424, Prescott AZ 
86301. Write to Mark directly: Mark Davis 23106-008, 
Federal Prison Camp, PO Box 1000, Boron CA 93596. 


Neither East Nor West 


Gogol Boulevard is a hang-out for Moscow's counter- 
culture. On Gogol Boulevard is the bulletin of Neither East 
Nor West (New York), networking East and West alternative 
oppositions and distributing news and information about | 
struggles within the former-East Bloc and the Third World to 
western activists. Their reporting and support goes beyond 
anarchism, to include workers', women's, gay, and ecologi- 
cal issues. (Much of Kick It Over's Global Village reporting 
comes from OGB.) OGB is seeking donations to cover their 
mailing expenses. If you wish your donation to be tax-de- 
ductible, make your cheque out to the Aspect Foundation; if 
not, make it to On Gogol Boulevard. On Gogol Boulevard, 
Neither East Nor West, 528 Fifth Street, Brooklyn NY 
11215 USA. 


Russian Anarchist Network 


AN-PRESS is the publishing centre of the Anarchist 
Democratic Union, which covers groups throughout the for- 
mer Soviet Union. In line with their position of "united anar- 
chism,"” AN-PRESS provides in its bulletin information 
about the whole spectrum of anarchist groups and activities, 
from syndicalist to individualist, and serves to link many 
otherwise isolated anarchist projects. They also publish 
books. 

They are asking for funds to help pay for their work 
and to perhaps buy printing equipment. Write them at: 
199048 Russia, St. Petersburg, 9 Liniya dom 78, kv. 13, 
P. Geskin. 


Network of East/West Women 


While the status of women within the former East Bloc 
countries was more in theory than reality, whatever rights 
women did have are being eroded by the new republics. In 
June of 1991, women from all over Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope, and several feminists from the west, met in Dubrovnik, 
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Croatia, to found the Network of East/West Women. Out of 
that meeting have come several projects, local, national and 
international. For information, write to: Sonia Jaffe Rob- 
bins/Ann Snitow, Network of East/West Women, De- 
partment of Journalism, NYU, 10 Washington Place, New 
York NY 10003 USA. 


Draft Resistance in Poland 


In many European countries, the fight against the mili- 
tary draft involves the struggle for "alternative service,” ie.- 
civilian service work for those who refuse to be forced into 
mandatory military service. In Poland this fight was fought 
in the 80s by Freedom 
and Peace, and various 
anarchist groups. They 
thought they had won the 
struggle, but now the 
state is imprisoning draft 
resisters once again. 

Recently, Roman 
Galuszko was sentenced 
to 1'4 years, and Piotr 
Krzyzanowski and Piotr 
Dawidziak to 1 year 
each. Various anarchist, Convert 
peace, green, and human 
rights organizations have 
launched a campaign for 
their release, and are 
asking for international 
support. 

Please send letters 
demanding the release of 
the three, and an end to 
forced military training 
to: Lech Walesa, 
Wiejska 10, Warszawa, 
Poland. 

For more informa- 
tion, contact: Associa- 
tion "Objector", 50-040 
Wroclaw, Ul.  Pilsud- 
skiego 15/17, pok.15, Piatki godz. 17-19, Poland or Jacek 
Sierpinski, Info Office of Polish Anarchist Federation, c/o 
An Arche, Uniwersytet Slaski, Bankowa 12, 40-007 Ka- 
towice, Poland. 


Livermore and los Alamos Ka 
nuclear weapons Labs 

to peaceful use! 

Convert the military budget 
to homes and jobs- 


meet human and 


environmentol needs! 


a Respect the Earth and Native 


land rights! 
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CONVERSION NOW 


NO RESUMPTION OF NUCLEAR TESTING 


NATIONAL MARCH & NONVIOLEN’ 
SAT., JUNE 5 - MON., JUNE 7 


LIVERMORE NATIONAL LABORATORY 


South African Anarchists 


Activists in South Africa are attempting to form an an- 
archist network and movement. They are asking for advice, 
literature and funds. Write to : Renato and Elli, POB 
51465, Raedenem 2124, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


Former- Yugoslavia 


Somewhat belatedly, the international telephone system 
has acknowledged the breakup of former-Yugoslavia. The 
phone numbers given for peace, human rights, and women's 
groups in KIO #31 remain the same, except that the country 

code is changed from 38 
JT to one of the following 
® numbers: 

Croatia - 385 

Slovenia - 386 
Macedonia - 389 
Bosnia-Herzegovina - 
387 

Serbia (including Mon- 
tenegro, Vojvodina and 
Kosova) - 381 


Saturday, 
June 5: 

11 AM- 

March to the Laboratory 

from downtown Livermore, 

Carnegie Park, 3rd and J Sts. 

3:00 pm ~ Rally ot 


Livermore Lab 


“we | 
Homes Not Bombs 


Livermore Lab's 
nuclear "test" explosions 
have destroyed the lives 
of tens of thousands of 
atomic veterans and their 
genetically-affected off- 
spring, 700 marching ac- 
tivists were told on June 
5 by Anthony Guarisco, 
director of the Alliance 
of Atomic Veterans, an 
organization of military 
veterans who were 
knowingly exposed to 
radioactive fallout from 
nuclear bomb testing. Most of the 250,000 atomic veterans 
have been denied any medical care or compensation by the 
Veterans Administration, which denies that their health 
problems are related to their radiation exposure. 


Sunday, June 6: 
2 PM- 
Nonviolent direct action for 
housing and jobs; gother at 
First Unitarian Church, 1 4th 
ond Castro, Oaklond 


Monday, June 7; 
7 AM- 
Nonviolent direct 
achon at Livermore 


X Lab begins 
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The marchers were members of a coalition of homeless 
activists, Western Shoshone leaders, atomic veterans, and 
peace and environmental groups formed to take direct action 
at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory near Oak- 
land, California, and to seize vacant homes in Oakland. 
Simultaneous protests took place in France, Britain, Bel- 
gium, Holland and Canada. The Oakland group called for no 
resumption of nuclear weapons testing on Western Shoshone 
land, the conversion of Livermore Laboratory from nuclear 
weapons testing, research and design to meeting human and 
environmental needs, and the conversion of the military bud- 
get to homes and jobs. The Nuclear Testing Moratorium Act 
of 1992 permits 15 more US tests prior to September 30, 
1996, and allows this cutoff date to be rescinded if any other 
country tests after that date. Continued grassroots pressure 
appears to have forced the Clinton administration to abandon 
plans to resume nuclear testing anytime soon, but pressure 
will continue until all nuclear testing is banned for all time in 
a Comprehensive Test Ban. For more information: Liver- 
more Conversion Project, 1600 Clay Street, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94109 USA 
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Thalidomide 


Remember Thalidomide? The 1950s and 60s wonder 
drug that caused massive deformities in babies? Well, it's 
back. 

Thalidomide is being used in Brazil to treat leprosy -- 
and with the same predictable results. An English documen- 
tary research team found 21 thalidomide victims; at least 5 
babies have died as a result of their deformities. Leprosy ac- 
tivists in Brazil believe the cases uncovered are a small frac- 
tion of the true number. The Brazilian health ministry says 
use of thalidomide is strictly monitored and denies that any 
babies have been born with deformities due to the drug. Re- 


First! and the Green Party, have launched a boycott of 
Ecover, the “eco-friendly” household cleaning products 
manufacturer. Earlier this year, a 49.5% share in Ecover was 
bought by British security company, Group 4. Group 4 is the 
private company being used to replace the British state prison 
system, and has been employed for security by many eco-de- 
structive industries facing direct action against their activi- 
ties. Ecover is distributed in the US by Mercantile Food 
Company, Carpenter Road, PO Box SS, Philmont NY 
12565. For more details write to: Earth First! PO Box 
5176, Missoula MT 59806 USA. 
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Ploughshares Prisoner Action 


The Ploughshares non-violent actions have been a dec- 
ade-long series of "disarmament" actions, in which partici- 
pants attempt to damage or destroy, to "disarm", various 
weapons and related facilities. Helen Woodson was arrested 
in the 1984 Silo Pruning Hooks action, when she and three 
others used a pneumatic jackhammer and hand tools to dis- 
arm a Minuteman lI missile silo near Kansas City. Her 17- 
year sentence is the longest ever given in the US for an act of 
anti-nuclear non-violent direct action. 

This past spring, against her wishes, Woodson was re- 
leased on parole. Three days after her release, Woodson en- 
tered a Chicago bank, produced a starter's pistol, and asked 
the teller to empty all the cash drawers. Announcing that she 
had no intention of hurting anyone, she asked the bank's cus- 
tomers to sit down and hear her statement. After piling 
$25,000 cash from the drawers in the middle of the floor, she: 
burned it, and read a statement denouncing money as the root 
of all evil. 

When the cash was ashes, she had a few of the patrons 
leave the bank to assure the police that she meant no harm 
and would come out unarmed. She was arrested, and held for 


searchers found ev- 
idence that medical 
officials destroyed 
documents to cover 
up new cases. 


Boycott Ecover 


British envi- 
ronmental groups, 
including Earth 


page 34 


psychiatric evalua- 
tion. 

Send letters of 
support to Helen 
Woodson, c/o C. 
Dixon, 3559 Hwy 
G, Wisconsin Dells 
WI 53965. Re- 
ported in The Nu- 
clear Resister, PO 
Box 43383, Tucson 
AZ 85733-3383. 
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the ZAPO story 


“... To achieve anarchy, we have to unite, and fight together... " 


In the beginning (3-4 years ago) we were a small group 
of punx who, in spite of drinking, smoking grass, listening 
to loud music and other hedonist activities, got the idea of 
changing the shitty normal life and existing system, which 
we thought was gonna ruin our world... 

First, we did ALF (Animal Liberation Front) actions, 
because the meat & fur/leather industry kills much more 
animals than they have to. We concentrated our activities on 
fur/leather shops, because people still live off meat, but 
fashion stuff made of fur and leather are completely unneces- 
sary. Our activities were small diversions, like breaking 
shops windows, glueing its locks, 
writing anti-fur/leather graffiti, 
etc. 

In time, after the elections, it 
became obvious that war would 
begin if someone doesn't do any- 
thing against it. We decided to 
form (create) a kind of organiza- 
tion (it's more a movement) which 
would connect ideas of anarchism 
and pacifism (we are not pacifists 
by all means, but there were/is a 
lot of violence and destruction 
around us) because we thought that 
was the best idea for the following 
time. The other reason, not less 
important, was to educate people 
about real meaning of anarchism. 

For that reason, we made 
few posters, just to tell people to 
start thinking with their own 
heads. 

By the time war in Slovenia 
started, we decided to organize 
demo meeting. We asked for a 
permit to organize it, but didn't 
get one. Even though we didn't get 
it, we went on. First it was supposed to be an anti-war, 
army, politicians, nationalism demo, but we spread it to anti- 
police demo. It was a small demo (around 30 people showed 
up) but pretty successful. We made people interested in our 
work. There were few cops, but didn't make any problems 
except some private securities did. 

A month or two later the war started in Croatia. It 
forced us to stop working for a while (there were more than 
50 air-alerts in Zagreb only, with weeks of black-outs). Till 
August 1992, we didn't do a single thing (we are ashamed of 
it) but then we decided it was enough with "sleeping." In 
August we made first issue of Comunitas zine, in which we 
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described anarchism (roots, aims, etc.), pacifism (history,.. ) 
and in opposite nazism and racism. 

That first zine helped us contact people of antiwar cam- 
paign. They had let us work in their office, use their equip- 
ment (phone, computer, fax, foto-copy machine). In the first 
time our work was collecting anarchist literature, contacting 
anarchists organizations all over our planet, and of course, 
further work on Comunitas zine. 

After we got possibilities to work better, we finished 
new issue of Comunitas, nr. 2/3. Most of the copies we've 
sent by mail to individuals and organizations, or just have 
given to other people. Only few 
were sold. That's a bit of a prob- 
lem 'cos we don't have constant 
money income (situation in Croatia 
is very bad and members can't give 
money for ZAPO, 'cos we don't 
have it) and only money we got 
was from our comrades from Italy 
(around 500 DEM) and from Ger- 
many (100 DEM) which was 
mostly spent on last issue. We 
have about 250 DEM left, which 
we'll spend on new issue. It'll 
probably be also a double nr. 
(4/5). The new Comunitas will be 
A4 format, and written in both En- 
glish and Croatian because of big 
interest in other countries. 

At the moment we plan our 
further activities. We plan to write 
a pamphlet about our view of the 
war lasting in ex-Yugoslavia 
(relations of this war and New 
World Order and international 
capital which use ex-Yugoslavia as 
an experiment). We'll write it in 
Croatian and English. Our work is 
pretty slow, because we don't use parliamentar system of 
“overvoting" but "consensus" (that means that decisions are 
made when everyone agrees, or it doesn't go/pass). 

This is a short story about ZAPO. If you can or would 
like to help in any way contact us. Fax is available 24 hours: 
+385 41/335-230. Phone: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
after 8 pm - +385 41/422-495. 


Please note: We're not begging for money, but small dona- 
tions will be very helpful. For further info, contact us. 


ZAPO, c/o ARK, Tkalciceva 38, 41000 Zagreb, Croatia, 
Earth. 
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FASCI 


While, of course, fascist and racist attacks have been 
increasing in frequency throughout North America and Eu- 
rope, Kick It Over in this article reports on some recent at- 
tacks by the right on anarchist projects in Britain, Australia 
and the Czech Republic. 

Two anarchist projects in England were the targets of 
attacks this past spring. On March 27, five men wearing 
balaclavas and carrying baseball bats (one spiked with a 
nail) burst into the Freedom Press Bookshop soon after it 
opened for the day. In a well-organized action, they pro- 
ceeded to trash the Bookshop and the Press offices up- 
stairs. Several people were knocked around and one cus- 
tomer was pinned under a fallen bookshelf. Over £5000 
worth of damage was done, to books, computers, typeset- 
ting equipment, and the like. The phone lines into the 
building were cut, so no-one could raise the alarm. 

Before they left, the attackers spray-painted "C-18" 
in large letters on the wall. Combat 18 is the paramilitary 
wing of the fascist British National Party. They have 
claimed responsibility for a number of recent arson attacks 
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graffiti on the Rhine bridge in Arnhem, Holland; it has since been removed by the aut 


ATTACK ANARCHISTS 


and beatings of anti-racist demonstrators, black and Jewish 
people, and "left-wingers." (Some suggest the 18 stands 
for the initials AH -- Adolph Hitler.) 

On the night of June 3, Freedom Press was fire- 
bombed; the first floor, housing the print-shops for both 
Freedom Press and Aldgate Press was totally destroyed. 
The Bookshop suffered minor smoke damage. 

In Brixton, the 121 Centre, an anarchist community 
centre and bookshop, was the target of two attempted arson 
attacks. On April 12, a man with a can of gasoline and a 
bundle of wadded up papers was spotted at the back of the 
building; he was driven off by local residents. In May, fol- 
lowing an anti-racist demonstration, someone poured 
paraffin through the 121 letter-box and set it on fire. Little 
damage was done. Earlier this year, the 121 bookshop was 
broken into, and shop records and contact lists stolen. 

During the summer, Australian neo-Nazis fire- 
bombed the Black Rose Anarchist Bookshop in Sydney. 


The communist Pathfinder Bookshop in the same city was ` 


spray-painted with swastikas and threats. 


horities 
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The attack on Black Rose took place early in the 
morning of August 5, when someone poured gasoline 
through the letter-box and set it on fire. The fire was put 
out within the hour, but not before $10,000 damage was 
done. No-one has claimed responsibility for the attack, but 
fascists are suspected. After having been driven out by lo- 
cal residents a few years ago, they have recently been at- 
tempting to organize again in the bookstore's Newtown 
neighbourhood. 

A-Kontra is a Czech anarchist magazine which has 
been publishing for nearly. two years. The magazine has 
been published out of a squatted house in Prague. At the 
end of 1992, the house was assaulted by police and skin- 
heads working together. But they managed to keep pub- 
lishing. 

Now, On Gogol Boulevard reports that A-Kontra 
has been broken into, and various equipment stolen; fas- 
cists are suspected. 


Kick It Over urges our readers to contribute to 
whichever of these threatened projects you feel able. 

A-Kontra is appealing for help: A-Kontra, POB 
552, 170 00 Praha 7, Czech Republic. 

Black Rose Bookshop can be reached at: Black Rose 
Books, 583A King Street, Newtown 2042, Sydney, Aus- 
tralia. 

Messages of support and donations to the 121 Centre 
should be sent to: 121 Centre, 121 Railton Road, Brix- 
ton SE24, England. 

Freedom Press is the home of Freedom newspaper, 
as well as of the printing house and bookshop; Freedom 
newspaper was founded over 100 years ago by Peter 
Kropotkin. Subscriptions are $36.00/year (24 issues, or 
half price for 12 issues) from: Freedom Press, Angel Al- 
ley, 84B Whitechapel High Street, London El 7QX, 
England. Donations are also being sought for Freedom 
Press and Aldgate Press. 


ANTI-RACIST ACTION 


by bob melcombe, Maria Lester, and Camiel Wolsing 


The rise of the new right is a problem throughout the 
western nations. Although it is most spectacular in Ger- 
many and some of the former East Bloc countries, it is a 
danger in North America as well. 

Here in Toronto, we have the headquarters for the 
Heritage Front (headed by ex-KKK conspirator Wolfgang 
Droege), the Church of the Creator in Canada, and Ernst 
Zundel's holocaust-revision publishing (the source of a 


large part of the neo-Nazi literature in Europe). Attacks on 


gay men and lesbians, South Asians, and black people are 
on the rise, with one person dead and another crippled for 
life. 

In response, activists from across the left and anar- 
chist communities gathered last fall to form Anti-Racist 
Action. ARA's membership is young and very angry; their 
tactics are in the streets and in-your-face confrontation. 

After a number of basically-peaceful demonstrations 
(eggs, paint, and many curses thrown), last June ARA de- 
cided to take things a little further. They marched to the 
home/headquarters of the Heritage Front's "hot" (read 
"hate") line, and proceeded to trash it. Bricks and paint 
were thrown, windows smashed, the house left a shambles. 
Nobody was home, the neo-Nazis and most of the cops 
were "defending" the house of Ernst Zundel. 

No arrests were made that night, but subsequently 
four ARA members have been charged, with mischief to 
property and disguise to commit an indictable offence. 
Even though those who did the deed were masked, the 
cops made their "identification" from news and their own 
video recordings. 

While we do have differing views on the tactics used 
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by ARA that night, we believe: 
* In spite of what a surprising number of left and liberal 
commentators are saying, ARA has not "stooped to the 


‘level of the neo-Nazis." There is a profound difference 


between those who attack people for what they are (be it 
black, gay, Jewish, or female) and those who attack people 
for what they do -- particularly when what they do is at- 
tack people for what they are. 
* The rise of the extreme right is a major problem. While 
it is true, as a letter in the last KJO noted, that the chang- 
ing economy plays a role, that role is very minor. People 
who are attracted to the right's racist demagoguery are at- 
tracted to it because they are already racist, not because 
they are out of work. That they choose to become more 
organized and vocal about it marks a shift in their actions 
not, their attitude. 
* For anarchists especially, the discussion of tactics is still 
ongoing. The state has demonstrated its unwillingness to 
act against the right over and over again. It is hopeless to 
ask them to do more, and for anarchist it is anathema. The 
laws used by the state to "fight the right" will, despite the 
best efforts of the lib-left, be designed to enable them to 
fight all radicals of whatever persuasion. But if the law 
won't work, what will? We do not have the answers, but 
the question needs to be asked by us all. 
* Anti-racist activists do not belong in jail. We call upon 
Kick It Over readers, in Toronto and elsewhere, to support 
the ARA 4 in whatever ways they feel able. 

For further information, or to offer support, contact 
Anti-Racist Action, PO Box 664, Stn C, Toronto, ON 
M6J 3S1, Canada. 
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-ESERVING OUR PAST 


The Anarchist Collections 


by Jerry Kaplan 

In different parts of the world there are a small number 
of individuals, groups, and both public and private institu- 
tions actively engaged in collecting and cataloguing anarchist 
related materials. There are also others who have taken on 
the less exciting but equally essential task of maintaining 
older, established collections. And, while the motivation for 
acquiring these materials may vary somewhat for each, there 
is at least one thing that they all have in common: a recogni- 
tion of the importance of preserving the ideas and practice of 
anarchism, as recorded by its adherents, its sympathizers, 
and even -- though opinions may differ on this point -- its 
critics, so that these historical records may be of use to those 
to whom these materials are made available. 

Anarchists have a good reason to want to see their his- 
tory and ideas preserved: so that we can learn what individ- 
ual anarchists really thought and said without having to rely 
on another's interpretation; be inspired by their accomplish- 
ments; and gain insight into their lives and desires. These 
collections allow us, as well as others, to learn from anar- 
chism's rich history. 

The existing collections of anarchist-related materials 
can be grouped in a variety of ways. What often determines, 
or at least influences, the size, focus, accessibility, and fund- 
ing of a particular collection is whether the collection is in- 
dependently held or institutionally held. As someone respon- 
sible for an independently held collection. I find the differ- 
ences between the two types of collections, from my per- 
spective, quite significant. 

The independent collections are usually the work of one 
or more anarchists who are motivated by a personal interest 
and involvement in the anarchist milieu to collect materials 
and establish and maintain small archival collections. In the 
US, the Anarchist Archives Project (AAP) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, is an example of this kind of collection. I be- 
gan working on the project in 1982, and over the last 11 
years have managed to amass a collection of some 8,000 
items. To the best of my knowledge, the AAP is the only in- 
dependent archival collection in the US currently active in 
acquiring anarchist-related materials from around the world 
and being coordinated by an anarchist. It is almost probably 
the largest catalogued collection in the US in non-institu- 
tional hands. The Kate Sharpley Library (KSL) in England is 
also an example of this type of independently held collection, 
“although it reflects the work of a small number of anarchists 
rather than one individual. The Alternative (or A) Gallery in 
Greece is yet another independently held collection. 

The institutional collections are often connected to ei- 
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ther a university, as is the Labadie Collection at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan at Ann Arbor, or the state, as in the case of 
the impressive collection at the International Institute for So- 
cial History (ISH) in the Netherlands. There are also a num- 
ber of smaller, but nevertheless important, collections, such 
as the Joseph Ishill collection at the Houghton Library at 
Harvard. However, the libraries that possess these smaller 
collections, while committed to maintaining the materials and 
perhaps even recognizing their historical importance, may 
not have any special interest in the history of anarchism per 
se nor be actively seeking to expand their holdings. 

Comparing the different collections according to 
whether or not they stand alone or have the backing of a 
public or private institution illustrates many of the other dif- 
ferences between the two types of collections. The institu- 
tionally held collections have more funds available to them to 
purchase not only additional materials for their collections, if 
they are, in fact, still acquiring materials, but also equip- 
ment, such as computers, scanners, microfilm readers, pho- 
tocopiers, file cabinets, etc., needed to run any good library. 
The institutionally held collections are generally located in 
larger, more accessible public spaces, and offer regular and 
longer hours of operation. The presence of paid, full-time 
staff is another significant difference between the two. The 
independents are, most likely without exception, much 
poorer than their institutional cousins. They depend to a 
greater extent on the generosity of others for donations of 
materials and financial contributions, to supplement the lim- 
ited funds, time and commitment provided by the individual 
or individuals directly involved with the everyday work of 
collecting. 

Another difference between the institutionally and in- 
dependently held collections can be seen in their focus. The 
independently held anarchist collections usually have a 
somewhat narrower focus, and this is as much a function of 
the interests of the collectors involved as is the lack of funds. 
For example, the AAP collection is almost exclusively com- 
posed of anarchist-related materials, with a few council 
communist and situationist items thrown in. The KSL, in ad- 
dition to its collection of anarchist-related materials, contains 
materials dealing with class struggle history, as well as a few 
other related subjects. But not all the independents are as 
specialized; the A Gallery has a much broader focus and an- 
archist materials make up only one part of its total collection. 
With institutionally held collections, the anarchist portion is 
but one among a number of other, not necessarily related 
collections, or only one part of a much larger collection 
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appearing under some other heading, 
like "The Left" or "Labour." 

The institutionally held collec- 
tions don't, however, hold all the ad- 
vantages. Those involved with the 
independently held collections tend to 
have more direct links to the anarchist 
milieu, giving them more direct access 
to the materials produced by anarchist 
activists. The importance of personal 
connections, as well as knowing where 
to look and whom to write to, cannot 
be underestimated. Flyers, leaflets and 
other items, often produced locally in 
small numbers, can easily escape the 
attention of non-anarchist collectors. 

So collectors with a good knowl- 
edge of the anarchist "scene" can to 
some extent make up for the lack of 
funds. However, the independent col- 
lections are much less likely to have in 
their possession rare old documents 
that sometimes become available to the 
general public because of the expense 
involved. That is, unless one is fortu- 
nate enough to know a wealthy collec- 
tor who has willed his or her collec- 
tion to one's project. But anarchists 
tend to be a poor lot. And the few bet- 
ter-known anarchists around usually 
make arrangements to donate their per- _— 
sonal collections to institutions. \ 

If an independently held collec- 


are mostly quite knowledgeable about 
anarchism and anarchist publications 
in general, as well as the specific items 
in their possession. This is certainly 
true in my case: I am personally in- 
volved in every phase of the operation, 
from the moment I gain possession of 
an item until it is finally shelved or 
filed. And, while I am processing an 
item, if I have the time, I'll take a few 
seconds to thumb through its pages or 
maybe even read a couple of pages. (It 
is an irony that, as the AAP acquires 
more items at a steadily increasing rate 
-- a measure of its growing success -- I 
no longer feel I am as familiar with 
everything in the collection as I once 
was.) 

Each of the independently and 
institutionally held collections has its 
own strengths, a result of a combina- 
tion of a number of related factors: the 
personal interests of the collector or 
collectors involved and their ideas 
about what an archival collection 
should look like, that is, if they are 
still acquiring and therefore defining 
their collections; the materials they've 
been able to find (and can afford to 
purchase), as well as the amount of 
time spent on doing this; and the quan- 
tity and contents of the donations re- 
ceived. The AAP collection, for exam- 
tion acquires rare items, it is most ple, contains a significant number of 
likely to be through a donation made $ Italian and Italian-American anarchist 
by an older anarchist. Nevertheless, it À ae ~ Tae" materials. This happened, not because 
does happen, as it has to me, and al- TF of anything I did, but rather because of 
ways to my delight, that once in a the generous donations of a handful of 
great while one can find a reasonably- individuals who happened to have 
priced rare item in a used bookstore. these items in their possession. The 
Still, in spite of the limitations im- KSL, on the other hand, has in its 
posed by modest funds, the inde- collection a large number of Spanish 


pendently held collections are still in a i LEES AUTUN anarchist materials, due in no small 
good position to acquire items that, d = KANGA part to the number of Spanish anar- 
while not rare or valuable now, may AE AN, | al chists who settled in England after 


become so in the future. It is not a 
coincidence that a number of the in- 
stitutional collections, like the huge 
Labadie Collection whose value to 
historians and others increases over the 
years, began as independent collec- 
tions. 

Another advantage of the 
smaller, independently held collections 
is that the people involved with them 


Franco's victory in Spain. 

Geography and time are two 
other variables that play no small role 
in defining the strengths of a collec- 
tion, and also, inversely, its weak- 
nesses. The AAP collection . is 
strongest in the area of US and Cana- 
dian anarchist materials published in 
the last twenty or so years, mostly be- 
cause these items are the easiest to find 
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and gather if you happen to be collecting here and now. 
These are also the kinds of items most often donated. It's 
also much easier to find items here in the Boston area than it 
was in Buffalo, New York, where the project began, al- 
though I should add that this advantage has its limits: being 
based in the Boston area has not made it any easier to locate 
locally published items on Sacco or Vanzetti, or the 19th 
century Boston anarchists like Benjamin Tucker. 

It often happens that items that may be hard to find in 
one place, and may therefore be considered "rare," may be 
more easily found elsewhere. This is certainly true for most 
things published abroad. A number of out-of-print periodi- 
cals produced in the UK may be next to impossible to acquire 
on this side of the Atlantic. With out-of-print, non-English 
language periodicals, the problem is even greater. But it also 
happens that each collection over time acquires duplicates of 
items already in its possession, and these items can be used to 
trade for other, needed items. The Kate Sharpley Library and 
the Anarchist Archives Project engage in an informal but 
fairly regular exchange of items. This kind of exchange bene- 
fits both parties, and is an important way of acquiring items 
that might otherwise be difficult to find. 

Each archive or library may differ with respect to size 
and focus, but all usually provide their users with a number 


THE ANARCHIST ARCHIVES PROJECT 


The AA Project is an independent undertaking committed to 
collecting and cataloguing literature written by anarchists or on the 
subject of anarchism for the eventual creation of an archival library. 


Since its inception in 1982, the AA Project has collected and 
catalogued over 400 periodicals, 600 books, 375 pamphlets and 
425 newspaper clippings, journal articles, leaflets and broadsides 
for a total of close to 6,500 items. 


The AA Project is continually looking for donations of periodicals, 
pamphlets, books and other anarchist related items to add to its 
collection. 


How you can help: 


* If you publish an anarchist periodical, donate a subscription to 
the AAP. You can also help to publicize the project by 
mentioning the APP or reprinting this flyer in your publication. 

* If you have written a oook, pamphlet, or anything else from an 
anarchist perspective or on the subject of anarchism (even if 
from an non-anarchist position), send the AAP a copy. 

* Don't throw your old anarchist literature out. W you have 
anarchist newspapers, journals, ‘zines, books, or other items, 
donate them to the AAP. (Postage will be reimbursed if 
requested, The AAP will also consider purchasing materials) 

* Make a contribution. 


The AAP can also help you with your research by providing low cost 
photocopying and bibliographies on selected subjects. 


If you are interested in donating materials, making a contribution or 
learning more about the Anarchist Archives Project, please write: 


Jerry Kaplan a 
AA Project > 
P.O. Box 1323 
Cambridge, MA 02238 
U.S.A. 
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of basic services. These typically include low cost photo- 
copying of materials and research assistance. Some may offer 
additional services (providing bibliographies, database 
searches, etc.) to varying degrees. Access to some collections 
may be limited either because they are housed in a private 
residence, like the AAP and KSL, or because one happens 
not to be affiliated with a school or have the right creden- ' 
tials, ie.- be an academic, as is the case with the Joseph [shill 


- collection at Harvard. But even the librarians at Harvard will 


respond to letters and provide you with information and 
photocopy requested items. 

Finally, besides the AAP, the KSL in London and the 
A Gallery in Athens, there are a number of other anarchist 
collections worth mentioning: Das Anarchiv in Basel and the 
Anarchistischen Dokumentationszentrum in Weltzar, Ger- 
many; the Centro Studi Libertari "Giuseppe Pinelli" in Mi- 
lan, Italy; the Centre D'Etudes et de Documentation Librairie | 
(CDL) in Lyon, and the Centre International de Recherches 
sur l' Anarchisme (CIRA-Marseille) in Marseille, France; the 
Fundacion Salvador Segui in Madrid, Spain; and the Centre 
International de Recherches sur 1' Anarchisme (CIRA) in Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland. There are others as well. 

If you're interested in donating items, contributing fi- 
nancially or finding out more about the Anarchist Archives: 
Project, or would like the address of one of the other anar- 
chist collections, please write to me at this address: Jerry 
Kaplan, c/o The AA Project, P.O. Box 1323, Cambridge, 
MA 02238 US. 


Social Change 
Tool for the 
905 


This quarterly subject Index to over 200 alternative, 
radical and progressive publications will be an 
invaluable tool in your study of social and political 
change. Ask the folks at your library to subscribe to 
the Alternative Press Index, a unique gulde to the 
other side of today’s news. 


Libraries $125; individuals, non-profits, and 
movement groups $30. 


AND NEW THIS YEAR: 
SPECIAL CUMULATIVE EDITION FOR VOL 23, 1991 
$50 [OFFER GOOD THROUGH DECEMBER, 1992] 


For more information, write: 
Alternative Press Center 
P.O. Box 33109 

Baltimore, MD 21218 
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The War Resisters League has produced a new video, 
It's Not Just a Job, a counter-recruitment video for use with 
youth groups and high-school classes. This 20-minute video 
features veterans and resisters addressing the lies and myths 
told by armed forces recruiters to lure students into the mili- 
tary. Contact: WRL, 339 Lafayette Street, New York NY 
10012 USA. Also new from WRL is a 4-page brochure, War 
at the Crossroads: an Historical Guide Through the Balkan 
Labyrinth. This brochure traces the roots of the present con- 
flict back through history, and discusses not only the internal 
political maneuvering but also that of the international pow- 
ers. An excellent resource for anyone who seeks to under- 
stand the origins of this crisis. Available for $1.00 (ask about 


bulk rates). 
— S h 


fig Be 


Since 1980, the Nuclear Re- 
sister has provided coverage of anti- 
nuclear resistance and arrests in the 
United States and Canada, with an 
emphasis on providing support for 
the women and men jailed for their 
actions. During the Gulf massacre, 
the Resister was a constant source of 
the true level of opposition to that 
war, Now they are in urgent need of 
funds to continue. To support their 
excellent work, please make contri- 
butions to: The Nuclear Resister, 
PO Box 43383, Tucson AZ 85733 
USA. Donations over $50.00 are tax 
deductible if made payable to "The 
Progressive Foundation". 


You Are Not Alone is the first 
national directory of gay/lesbian/bisexual youth organizations 
in the US and Canada. Send $5.00 to: Hetrick-Martin Insti- 
tute, 401 West Street, New York, NY 10014 USA. 


The folks who put out the Wind Chill Factor, 
Chicago's punk/anarchist zine, also run Collective Chaos 
Distribution. Collective Chaos carries periodicals, booklets 
(mostly photocopies), flyers and stickers, and music, all at 
discount prices. Contact them: c/o WCF, PO Box 81961, 
Chicago IL 60681 USA. 


We have received the fall/93 catalogue from Four 
Walls Eight Windows. They publish a wide range of titles on 
art, black studies, politics, history, women's issues, envi- 
ronmental politics, and international literature. Their latest 
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title of specific interest to anarchists is Life of an Anarchist: 
The Alexander Berkman Reader, edited by Gene Fellner. 
Contact them at: Four Walls Eight Windows, PO Box 548, 
Village Station, New York NY 10014-0548 USA. 


The American Indian Anti-Defamation Council is dedi- 
cated to countering "the negative images of American Indians 
currently prevailing in film, literature, art, sports, and 
academia" through such tactics as public education, direct 
action, litigation, and other tactics that appear appropriate. 
They are open to participation by “all people of conscience." 
Annual membership is $25.00; donations are sought. Con- 
tact: The American Indian Anti-Defamation Council, 215 

West Fifth Avenue, Denver CO 80204 USA. 


Larry Giddings is a long-time anti-authori- 
tarian prisoner. His pamphlet, Why Anti-Author- 
itarian?, has been reprinted by Arm the Spirit, 
and is available for the cost of postage from: 
ATS, PO Box 57584, Jackson Station, Hamil- 
ton ON L8P 4X3. Write to Larry at: Larry Gid- 
dings #10917-086, PO Box 1000, Lewisburg, 
PA 17837 USA. 


The second edition of the National Listing 
of Men's Groups: Support, Education and Ac- 
tion addresses the issue of mobilizing men to stop 
men's violence against women, children and 
themselves, and provides a useful resource to 
those who are working around this issue or who 
are looking for a profeminist view of men's work. 
It includes listings of men's groups, programs for 
assaultive men, major women's organizations, re- 
sources, international contacts, and selected 
articles that describe the current realities of men challenging 
violence. There is also a broad selection of current writings 
by Canadian men and women. To order, send $10 individual, 
or $15 institution, +$2.10 p&h payable to: New Men, 32 
Morris St., Ottawa, ON KIS 4A7 Canada. 


Until a few years ago, the Lubicon Indian nation of 
northern Alberta were a self-reliant people who lived off the 
land. Federal and Alberta government-supported oil and gas 
development and logging have devastated the traditional 
lifestyle, ruined the environment and forced 90% of the peo- 
ple onto welfare. 

The Lubicons have been engaged in a long land-claims 
struggle with the Canadian government. They have asked that 
companies cease exploitation of the land while this case is 
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ongoing. The multinational paper company, Daishowa, has 
been logging on unceded Lubicon territory, in defiance of the 
wishes of the native people. A support group, Friends of the 
Lubicon, have been boycotting different companies that pur- 
chase paper products from Daishowa. They were successful 
in forcing Pizza Pizza to change their source of paper bags, 
and are now focussing their attention on the Woolworth 
commercial empire. 

Friends of the Lubicon are asking supporters to boycott 
stores affiliated with the Woolworth chain; these stores in- 
clude: Kinney, Woolworth, Woolco, Northern Traditions, 
Northern Reflections, Northern Getaway, Ashbrooks, Randy 
River, Footlocker, Lady Footlocker, The Best of Times, Re- 
flexions, Canary Island, Willow Ridge, Champs Sports, 
Karuba, Fredelle and Silk and Satin. Write to Woolworth 
president Brian Worts at: Woolworth Canada Inc., 100 
Mainshep Road, Weston, ON M9M 1CS5. Friends of the 
Lubicon can be contacted at 485 Ridelle Ave., Toronto ON 
M6B 1K6 Canada. 


A a 


WE SHALL BEAT OUR SWORDS INTO PLOWS 
AND STUDY WAR NO MORE. 


"Art with Heart" is the credo of the Syracuse Cultural 
Workers. This 11-year old organization produces and dis- 
tributes a wide range of multi-cultural resources for activists, 
including posters, T-shirts, buttons, notecards, and their 
wonderful Carry lt On Peace Calendar (a favourite listing -- 
March 6, 1836: "Mexican troops defend their country's abol- 
itionist constitution, defeat foreign slaveholders at the Ala- 
mo, Texas. Remember the Alamo?"). New this year is the 
Women Artists Datebook, In Praise of the Muse. For a cata- 
logue (specify if you'll be buying for resale or as an individ- 
ual), write them at: Syracuse Cultural Workers, Box 6367, 
Syracuse NY 13217 USA. 
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Tightwire is the publication of the prisoners at the 
Kingston Prison for Women. They are actively seeking sub- 
scriptions; $18.00 will cover all issues until 1994, when the 
prison is due to be closed (although that's something that's 
been promised for many years). The magazine is paid for by 
the subscriptions. Tightwire, Prison for Women, PO Box 
515, Kingston ON K7L 4W7 Canada. 


Room of One's Own is a feminist literary magazine. 
They are requesting submissions for a special theme issue, 
Myth, folklore and fairy tales: a feminist retelling. Poetry, 
prose, and essays are sought. Deadline is November 30, 
1993. Send works, or write for details to: Room of One's 
Own, PO Box 46160, Stn D, Vancouver BC V6J 5G5, 
Canada. 


Last spring, ecological anarchists from several midwest 
US states met in Madison, Wisconsin, to form the Midwest 
Eco-Anarchist Network. They have issued a call for anar- 
chists with a concern for the environment to form similar re- 
gional networks, to "discuss strategy, co-ordinate actions, 
and build a movement from the ground up with those who 
share a vision of a free society in harmony with the rest of 
nature." For more information, or to receive their newsletter, 
contact: M.E.A.N., POB 485, Bemidji MN 56601 USA. 


An Eco Network and Coalition, aiming to “link every- 
one interested in ecology, from already established eco- 
groups to you, the individual," can be reached by sending an 
SASE to: Christy Henshaw, 3907 MacCorkle Ave. SE 
#301, Charleston WV 25304-1668 USA. 


Black Rose Books spring catalogue features 20 new ti- 
tles, including Emma Goldman: Sexuality and the Impurity 
of the State, Political Ecology: Beyond Environmentalism, 
and Global Visions: Beyond the New World Order. For the 
full catalogue, write them at: Black Rose Books, CP 1258, 
Suce. Place du Parc, Montréal PQ H2W 2R3, Canada. 
Readers are reminded that subscribers to Our Generation (an 
excellent theoretical journal; same address as Black Rose) re- 
ceive a 50% discount off the price of all Black Rose books. 


La Fédération Anarchiste of France has produced a 60 
page pamphlet titled Yougoslavie: Le Terrorisme des Etats, 
Analyse critique et propositions anarchistes. It's available 
for 20 francs. La Fédération also publishes the weekly 
newspaper Le Monde Libertaire. Both can be ordered from: 
La Fédération Anarchiste, 145, rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, 
France. 
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For continu- 
ing coverage of op- 
position to the war 
in former-Yugo- 
slavia, check out 
Peace News. The 
November issue al- 
so features an eye- 
witness account of 
the October vio- 
lence in Moscow, 
reports from Cyp- 
rus and Palestine, 
and news of the In- 
ternational Days of 
Action to End Vio- 
lence Against Wo- 
men. Peace News 
is available for 
£7.50 in the UK, 
£12.00 in North A- 
merica (sent airmail) from: Peace News, 55 Dawes Street, 
London SE17 1EL, England. 


Peace News .. 


for nonviolent revoiution No2372 novemer 199) 


The second 
time as fa 


A 3-part Conference on Sisterhood is being organized 
by the Urban Art Retreat in Chicago. Section One 


(September-October/93) focuses on lesbian issues and homo- 


phobia; Section Two (November-December/93) looks mainly 
at women and the law; Section Three (January-February/94) 
is around the theme Women of Many Colors Together. Each 
section will include workshops, art showings, presentations, 
and film/video showings. For details contact: 
Michelle Devine, Urban Art Retreat, 3712 N. 
Broadway #700, Chicago IL 60613 USA. 


Culture 4 Corm 


Kick It Over has received a newsletter (in 
Russian) from the Kropotkin Museum; things be- 
ing what they are in Russia, they would probably 
appreciate donations and other expressions of ma- 
terial support from western anarchists. Their ad- 
dress is: Russia, 141800 Dmitrov, Moscow Re- 
gion, Istoricheskaya Ploschad 12, Istorico-Hu- 
dozhestvemniy Muzeum, Khokhlow Romuald 
Fiodokovich. 


M.A.S.S. (Men Against Sexist Shit) have 


Fundamentalist Hysteria & 
Hysterically Funny Fundamentalists! 
The Fali of Civilization 
Toxic Waste in Your Toothpaste? 


class men) perform in the oppression of working class 
women in this capitalist society." The booklet includes arti- 
cles about sexism, sex, class, homophobia, pornography and 
more. Earlier releases from M.A.S.S. have included Sex and 
Men, and Men Speaking Out on Men and Sexism No's 1 
and 2. No price was noted on the current publication, but the 
previous ones cost 35 or 40 pence each, plus postage. Order 
from: M.A.S.S., Box 25, 52 Call Lane, Leeds LS1 6DT 
England. 


Project Censored Canada each year selects the top 10 
censored or underplayed news stories from the Canadian 
news media. They welcome suggestions from the reading 
public, as well as submissions from the alternative press. For 
a complete set of guidelines, they can be reached at: Project 
Censored Canada, Department of Communication, Simon 
Fraser University, Burnaby BC V5A 1S6 Canada; phone 
(604) 291-3858; fax (604) 291-4024; e-mail gut- 
stein@sfu.ca. 


A study tour to Mondragon, Spain, is being organized 
for March, 1994, by the Intercommunity Justice and Peace 
Center. For details, contact them at: 215 East 14th Street, 
Cincinnati OH 45210 USA. 


Too much to read? Given up on the Utne for radical 
reading? Check out the Alternative Press Review. This new 
quarterly, from the folks who put out Anarchy, includes se- 
lections from the anarchist and alternative press, pages of re- 
views of alternative press books and magazines, and discus- 
sions about the business of doing alternative media. This first 
issue includes an interview 
with new Factsheet 5 publisher 
Seth Friedman, and reprints 
from Synthesis/Regeneration, 
Open Magazine, the Fifth Es- 
tate, and more. Subs are 
$16.00/year from: Alternative 
Press Review, POB 1446, Col- 
umbia, MO 65205-1446 USA 
(cheques payable to CAL 
Press). 


è Critique + Ecology è Sexuality >+ Humor 


ee 


The Left Bank Distribu- 
tion winter/93 catalogue offers 


60 pages of anarchist and anti- 
Bisexuals Beseiged 


produced a booklet, Men, Sexism and the Class 
Struggle, with the purpose of "stimulat(ing) some 
genuine debate about the role that we (as working 


Fall 1993 


Mainstream Media Controt 
Hundreds of Zine & Magazine Reviews 


Premiere ‘Issue! 


authoritarian titles, available to 
stores, individuals and groups 
(ask about the group discount 
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for tabling at events). Left Bank Distribution is one of sev- 
eral projects sponsored by the same organization; others in- 
clude the Left Bank Bookstore in downtown Seattle, a 
monthly anti-authoritarian coffee house at the bookstore lo- 
cation, AKA Used Books (store and mail-order, same address 
as for the catalogue), and Books-to-Prisoners (Box A, 92 
Pike Street, Seattle WA 98101 USA). Left Bank also pub- 
lishes books and other materials. Send a couple of dollars to 
cover postage for the catalogue to: Left Bank, 4142 Brook- 
lyn Ave. NE, Seattle WA 98105 USA. 


Sister Vision Press, an independent black women and 
women of colour press, was broken into last August. Com- 
puter equipment, containing information vital to their work, 
manuscripts, other equipment, and money were stolen. They 
are asking for donations to help them make up some of the 
lost revenues: Sister Vision Press, PO Box 217, Stn E, 
Toronto ON M6H 4E2 Canada. 


A conference on Feminist Perspectives on Technology, 
Work and Ecology will be held in June, 1994, in Austria. 
For details write to: Inter University Research Centre for 
Technology, Work and Culture, Schlogelgasse 2, A-8010 
Graz, Austria. 


#23877 is the title of a new prisoner-written anarchist 
zine, to be compiled and published by a supporter on the out- 
side. The zine will provide a means for anarchist prisoners to 
publish their articles, essays, artwork, poetry and rants. The 


Allst/@ Meda Met/Asarchist Madia 
Matwork/@Mst/Anarecaist Network 


is a loosely self-organized, voluntary & interna- 
tional network established to encourage and 
practice mutual aid, inspiration and support in 
the conception, production, realization & distri- 
bution of anarchist media of all kinds~PRINT, 
FILM, VIDEO, RADIO, POETICS, MUSIC, COMICS. 
SOUND RECORDINGS, LIBRARIES & DOCUMENT» 
TION CENTERS, BOOKSTORES & ANARCHIST 
CENTERS, ETC. Any anarchist-identified project 
is welcome to join this network by declaring its 
affiliation (and communicating a version of this 
notice If possible), No member of the network 
has any specific obligations to any other mem- 
bers beyond its general adherence to the spirit 
of this statement as interpreted by that mem- 
ber. 
Send an SASE for an updated copy of our current 
list of members to; C.A.L, POB 1446, Columbia, MZ 
. 65205-1446, or Acts of Resistance, 537 Jones 
' #1584, San Francisco, CA. 94102. 


page 44 


intent is also to enable prisoners to communicate among 
themselves. In addition, there will be regular features on in- 
ternational prisoner news and direct action. 

The first issue will have the theme “Welcome to 
Prison... ." To contribute articles, ideas, or funds, or to get 
further information, write to: #23877, POB 40067, 75 King 
St. South, Waterloo, ON N2J 4V1, Canada. 


A Social Ecology Network has been formed in Eng- 
land. Contact: Catalyst Collective, 82 Andover St., Burng- 
reave, Sheffield S3 9EH, England. Catalyst Collective also 
publishes Green Line, an excellent source of green activist 
news and views from the UK. 


Recent titles from the Open Magazine pamphlet series 
include Urban Control: The Ecology of Fear by Mark Davis 
and Culture Jamming: Hacking and Jamming in the Em- 
pire of Signs by Mark Dery. Urban Control examines the 
spread of the technological and environmental control and 
surveillance of North American cities by corporations and the 
state. In Culture Jamming, Dery explores the underground 
media guerillas, computer hackers, and billboard saboteurs 
who fight against corporate control of public expression. 
Pamphlets are $4.00 each, a ten-pamphlet subscription is 
$35.00; ask for their list of titles still available. Open Me- 
dia, PO Box 2726, Westfield, NJ 07091 USA. Look for 
their first anthology, Open Fire, in your bookstore. 


We've mentioned Practical Anarchy before; now 
there's Practical Anarchy Online, covering the same subjects 
via e-mail. Subscription is free in its electronic format; subs 
to the printed zine are $5.00 (US), $6.50 (other North Amer- 
ica). PA Online is available on Internet at cmun- 
son@macc.wisc.edu or cardell@lysator.liu.se, on Bitnet at 
cmunson@wiscmacc.bitnet, and on Fidonet at Mikael Car- 
dell, 2:205/223. Postal addresses are PO Box 173, Madison, 
WI 53701-0173 USA or c/o Mikael Cardell, Gustav Adolf- 
sgatan 3, S-58220 Linkoping. . 


A Conference on Sustainable Urban Communities: 
Work, Lifestyle and the Environment, to be held in May, 
1994, is in the initial planning stages. To find out more, 
contact: The New Catalyst, PO Box 189, Gabriola Island, 
BC VOR 1X0 Canada. No. 6 in the New Catalyst's Biore- 
gional Series of books, Boundaries of Home, Mapping for 
Local Empowerment, is now available from the same address 
for $11.95 plus $2.00 p&h. US readers can order from New 
Society Publishers 4527 Springfield Ave., Philadelphia PA 
19143 USA. - 
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how? Possibilities are by dictators, by experts, by elected 
representatives, by bureaucrats, by mass meetings, by con- 
sensus and by randomly selected groups. Every system has 
strengths and weaknesses, and every system involves the ex- 
ercise of power or persuasion, or both. Anarchists generally 
want to reduce the power of the few over the many and in- 
crease the role of rational persuasion. 

In demarchy, the power of members of functional 
groups is limited in various ways: the length of service is 
limited, the issues addressed are limited in scope, and there is 
no mandate (since being randomly selected gives one no 
mandate Tosk the corimuniy): Furthermore, there is no state 
or military to enforce decisions made by the groups: the deci- 
sions will only be followed if people agree to do so. Why 
would they? Precisely because those selected have credibility 
from having no vested interests in the results, and from hav- 
ing studied and ussed the issues in some depth. 
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groups. Burnheim suggested that members of metacommit- 
tees be drawn from those serving on normal first-level 
groups. Connor is legitimately worried about concentration 
of power in those who are most experienced, and suggests 
that the metacommittees be selected randomly from all peo- 
ple. It's a good idea. The main disadvantage is probably less 
efficiency! This is surely something that can be experimented 
with. 

On one point, Connor has misunderstood demarchy. He 
believes that the randomly selected groups manage or oversee 
bureaucracies. Actually, in demarchy all bureaucracies are 
abolished. The groups implement decisions themselves -- al- 
though just how they would do this is something that needs 
more attention. In any case, the elimination of bureaucracies 
dramatically reduces the potential for domination. 

Next, what about the military? This is a central issue. 
Armies and armed police are generally forces that serve 
domination by the few. Methods of nonviolent struggle, by 
contrast, can be used by anyone, and thus are much more 
compatible with participation and equality. I believe that de- 
marchy is most compatible with nonviolent defence and non- 
violent policing. There is not space here to deal with the 
many arguments about violence, nonviolence and social 
structure. Some of them are addressed in my book Social De- 
fence, Social Change (London: Freedom Press, 1993). 

Connor favours a society based on every individual 
making a contract with every other individual. In a commu- 
nity of 10,000 people, that's a lot of contracts. Who will en- 
force them? How are decisions about collective issues 
(transport, pollution, technical standards) made? In mass 
meetings? Doesn't a contract system give undue power to 
those with scarce skills who are willing to threaten to opt 
out? 

Of course, any proposed alternative to present society 
can be confronted with a host of in-principle objections. The 
danger is that alternatives may be rejected before they've had 
an opportunity to be thought through, tested, revised, refined 
and adapted. Demarchy, | believe, is sufficiently promising 
to deserve much more examination from anarchists. 

Brian Martin 
Department of Science and 
Technology Studies 
University of Wollongong 
NSW 2522, Australia 


Hi KIO Comrades! 

Shell 63 here. Cheers for the ten copies of K/O #30. 
They went down well, especially since they arrived in the 
midst of Federal Election Fever. People were getting excited 
about that great non-event, ihe national election of March 13. 
And, afterwards, they heaved a sigh of relief because good 
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old PM Paul Keating and his Labor (???) Party had saved us 
all from the Big Bad Wolf, Dr. Hewson and his Lib- 
eral/National Party conservative coalition. We had a fair bit 
of @ propaganda circulating, fortunately, and it struck a 
chord with the community's widespread cynicism. Several 
people commented that this KIO was very good, and that it 
had some interesting articles in it. 

We're looking forward to the next issue. Till next time, 
take care, 

Shell 63 


Kick It Over; 

I have just read an article about how Columbus, after 
the Discovery in 1492, immediately went to work at exter- 
minating the entire Indian population of all the Caribbean 
Islands. 

Yet, as a child in Miami, Fla, I was always taught that 
Columbus was a Saint. 

I sure wish that I could find Moral People to talk to, 
but I can not find Moral People amongst either the Pigs or 
the Inmates. 

Thank you, 

Robert R Martyr #48-C 
Oregon State Hospital 
Salem OR 97310 USA 


Dear Kick It Over, 

On the subject of the LA riots (and other excessive re- 
actions to perceived "racial" infringements of "human 
rights"), my experience of the attitudes of various racial 
groups with regard to human rights and racism is that human 
rights per se are seldom an issue of combined universal con- 
cern. Outside the small numbers who support such as 
Amnesty International's concern for certain prisoners’ rights, 
other than those of people in general, it is racial issues that 


predominate internationally; the term "racism" frequently 
reaching the status of a rhythmic chant amongst groups with 
the worst records of respect for human rights: a status not 
achieved by the latter. Indeed, the lack of respect for human 
rights by some racial groups appears to call for its cloaking 
with the cry of "racism," especially when certain conduct 
within them that is demeaning of such rights (or of those of 
other animals) is criticized by outsiders. 

Hoping that humans really reach the stage of Homo 
Sapiens, 

John R. Jeffrey 


Dear KIO, 

Greetings! I wanted to send along this follow-up to the 
population debate. I know there is not the slightest chance 
you would print anything I sent you, or engage in any sort of 
"democratic debate" (perish the thought) -- now that you 
have become a Bookchin mouthpiece, pure and simple. But 
thought I'd try anyhow, in the hope some young person in 
your office might read this, someone not totally brainwashed 
by the so-called New Internationalist line on population (it's 
not enough the world pop. is doubling every 35 years! Let's 
shoot for every 20 years -- why not 10! A new India of peo- 
ple to take care of every 9 years! A new China every 12! 
Isn't that wonderful!) 

Frankly, I don't know how you revisionists sleep at 
nite, all the suffering you are causing. 

Sincerely, 

Bill McCormick 


ed. note: The piece Bill McCormick is referring to having 
sent us is titled The Stork is the Bird of War. His article was 
published in the Summer/93 issue of Real WORLD maga- 
zine (unfortunately, Bill never included access information 
for those who might wish to see Real WORLD). 


———— rrr 


These people have written to X/O in search of contact with the anarchist community. 


R.R. Roberts Robert Diggs #N-21465 
Box 149-78B878 PO Box 112 
Attica Joliet 


NY 14011 USA IL 60434-0112 USA 


prisoner looking for pen-pals 


Halis Yilmaz 

Küçük Duvarci Sk. Kevin Blue Bey #175414 
No: 14/4 JCCC 

Feridiye-Taksim PO Box 900 

Istanbul Jefferson City 

Turkey MO 65102 USA 


seeks information about 


Eugene Broxton black leaders of the 1960s 


999044 Ellis #1 

Huntsville TX 77343 USA 
death-row prisoner wanting 
pen-pals 
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William Hines AP-0822 
PO Box 99901 
Pittsburgh 

PA 15233 


Marcelo Roque Belarmino 
R-6, 84-Conj. Sol Nascente 
Aracaju-se 

Brasil 

CEP 49095-390 


artist looking for artist Paul D. Newsome 


contacts #137898 

Kellogg 
Tyrone Hall #362734 7525 4th Avenue 
PO Box 4500 Lino Lakes 


Town Colony MN 55014 USA 


TX 75886 USA 
Robert Taulton #902831 
MCC 
PO Box 557 
Westville 
IN 46391-0557 USA 
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS | 


We need your articles and letters. Only through a con- 
stant exchange of news and ideas among its readers can Kick 
It Over achieve its goals. 

Articles should be between 1000 and 3000 words, 
though we'll print longer ones if the material warrants. Very 
long articles may be printed over two issues. 

Submissions intended for one of our regular features 
Ge.- Letters to the Editor, Paths to Social Change) should be 
so indicated. 

Payment: Fame and Glory. Five copies of the issue in 
which you appear. 

Simultaneous Submissions: Please let us know to what 
other publications your submission has been sent. If there is 
significant overlap, we may not print. 

We occasionally (not all that often) print poetry and 
fiction, provided it deals with the themes of the magazine. 

We always need good graphics, so art submissions are 
welcome. We suggest that you not send originals without a 
written request for them. Photographs are wanted too. 

Our primary concerns are anti-authoritarianism, femi- 
nism, radical ecology and methods of social change. We do 
print articles in related areas. 

While we are committed to good writing, we wish to 
encourage new or less-skilled writers to contribute. Not ev- 


eryone who has good ideas can write well. Our primary 
commitment is to ideas. 

We reserve the right to edit for style, length, grammar 
and offensive language. When editing, we will do our best to 
maintain the integrity of the ideas. 

We prefer submissions to be typed, double-spaced. 
IBM compatible disks are fine if you happen to have access. 

We return material if a stamped, self-addressed enve- 
lope is enclosed. (If you live outside Canada, please do not 
use stamps; instead, send cash equal to the cost of mailing it 
to us, or International Postal Coupons.) 


The following guidelines and preferences are not com- 
mandments engraved in stone. If the article has something 
worthwhile to say, we will consider printing it: 

- we encourage contributors to avoid sexist language and at- 
titudes. We prefer "s/he" or other gender-neutral terms to the 
generic "he." 

- likewise, we discourage writing that discriminates accord- 
ing to youth/age, sexual preference, race, class, education or 
ability. 

- please try to avoid rhetoric and jargon. We dislike gratui- 
tous personal attacks; it is not necessary to impugn a person's 
character to criticize her/his ideas. 


KICK IT OVER BACK ISSUES 


Copies of many earlier issues of Kick It Over are available. Some are in limited 
supply. Cost is $1.00/copy + postage of $1.00 for the first copy and $ .50 for 


each additional copy. 


#8: Rhetoric of the Right; Pot Politics; 
Welfare Warfare; Porn Debate; Vancouver 
5. 

#9: (limited supply) Peace Movement; The 
Politics of Health; Women and Therapy; 
The Art of War. 

#10: (limited supply) Prostitutes Speak Out; 
Critique of Civil Disobedience, When Your 
Friends Freak Out; Civilian Insecurity. 
#12: (limited supply) 1984 book review; 
Macho Disco Tendencies in Gay Men, An- 
archy Means Responsibility; Marxism and 
Native Americans; Language and Repro- 
duction. 

#43: (limited supply) Organizing for the 
90s; My Disillusionment with Ideology; 
Bookchin Interview; Does Higher Educa- 
tion Cause Brain Damage? 

#14: (limited supply) Interview with Jake 
Swamp; Greens in Italy; Sexual Anarchy; 
Anarchy in Nicaragua; Bookchin pt 2; 
Macho Revolutionary Syndrome; Soviet 
Peace Movement. 

#15: Youth Liberation; Making Sense of 
the 60s; Psychiatric Crimes; Native Strug- 
gles; Shrinking the Economy. 
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#16: (limited supply) Anarchy and the 
Third World; Central America; Black 
Feminism; John Lennon/Bruce Cockburn 
Re-Viewed. 

#17: Eco-Feminism; Meat is Murder; Kirk- 
patrick Sale Interviewed; Art and Politics; 
Liberation from Work. 

#18: Anarcha-Feminism; Greenham Com- 
mon; The "Other" Womyn's Music; Sexual 
Terrorism. 

#19: Making of the Planetariat; Art 
Solomon Interview, Theatre of the Op- 
pressed, The Underside of Canadian Histo- 
ry; Sexuality; Japanese Feminism. 

#21: Akwesasne; Gay Grief pt 2; The Eco- 
Feminist Imperative, Working for the Dis- 
appeared in Guatemala; Beyond the An- 
archist Ghetto. 

#22: The Politics of Myth; Eco-Politics 
East and West; Bioregionalism; Reconsid- 
ering Spirituality; Toronto Anarchist Un- 
convention. 

#23: Food, Class and the World-Class 
City; IWW; Critique of Socialist Feminism; 
Up Against the Soviet Patriarchy, 

#24: Anarchism and Violence; Sustainable 


Development?; Mohawk Activism; Resis- 
tance to Militarism in India; Politics of 
Atheism; Witness for Peace. 

#25: (limited supply) Witness for Peace pt 
2; Group Process; Is Fashion Fascism?; 
Eastern Europe; Violence pt 2. 

#26: From Neo-Colonialism to New World 
Order, Paula Gunn Allen; Central Amer- 
ica; Looking to Our Roots; China. 

#27: KIO History; Coming Out as a Het- 
erosexual; Sami, Lil'Wat Resistance; The 
End of History?; Seeking Uncitizenship Pa- 
pers. 

#28: Quito Declaration; Population Myth; 
Male Violence; Reading the Comics; Pris- 
ons. 


issues #30 & 31 cost $2.50/copy 


#30: Voting; Radical History - SDS & 
SUPA; Demarchy; Green Politics; LA in 
Retrospect. 

#31: Responding to the Wars in Former- 
Yugoslavia; Efficiency of Community; 
Building Neighbourhoods, Men's Groups; 
History of Intentional Community. 
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